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to be won. The fight for Stalingrad had become more than a 
struggle for a key city; it meant winning or losing the war, and 
the people were expressing their certainty of Russia's ultimate 
victory. The nation had not reacted to other campaigns with such 
tense excitement, not even in 194 1 when Moscow was in danger, 
and many Russians openly admitted they had thought then that 
Moscow would fall. It was interesting, in view of the official silence 
on the matter, to hear Admiral Standley declare that Stalingrad 
would not be captured. The ambassador, of course, had talked 
with Stalin, and we wondered if his views were shared by the 
Soviet leader. It seemed likely that they were, but, knowing that 
a counter-attack could not be launched before November, Stalin 
must have had the same intuitive faith as the workers and peas- 
ants during those grim October days. 

Three pilots who had been in action on the southwestern front 
since the end of July came to Moscow, and I interviewed one 
who held the Order of Lenin and the Order of the Red Banner. 
He received me in his room at the New Moscow hotel; my first 
impression of him was that I had rarely seen any one who looked 
so tired and worn. He said he flew a MIG-3 and had shot down 
fourteen German planes, and added that his companions piloted 
Stormovik dive-bombers. 

"The Stormoviks are the most useful planes at Stalingrad," he 
said. "They have done good work." 

"How do things look to you?" I asked. 

"I think we will hold the city, but there isn't much left. Every- 
thing has been destroyed." 
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"Have you enough fighters to give the army protection against 
bombers ?" 

"We did at first," he declared, "but now the Germans have 
one fighter accompanying each bomber they send over. The 
bombers drop their load while we are engaged with the fighters." 

"What type of plane do you need most?" I asked. 

"Fighters," he answered. "It is hell to watch the men on the 
ground being bombed. That is the main trouble at Stalingrad; 
our men could beat the Germans if they had aerial protection. 
Besides interceptor duty, we have to accompany our own bombers 
on daylight raids." 

"How are your bombers making out?" 

"Very well. We caught twenty-two transport planes on the 
ground recently just after they had landed; we destroyed eighteen 
and damaged the rest." 

"What happened this summer?" I asked. "Why have the Ger- 
mans been able to advance so far?" 

"Every one thinks according to his profession, and, as a pilot, 
I believe it was because they had aerial superiority. A tank man 
might not agree with me, but I am sure the infantry does. Every 
time the Fritzes made a breakthrough, the bombers came over 
first and pounded our lines, then the tanks and infantry fol- 
lowed." 

TTie pilot was convinced that the most important function of 
fighters and bombers was supporting the infantry; he did not 
regard long-distance bombing of cities in enemy territory as very 
effective. 

"Bombing of Germany would be futile until we attain aerial 
superiority on every single front," he said. "A railroad bridge 
or a factory can be quickly repaired, and the soldiers on the 
ground are the only ones who can win the war." 
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"What do you think of the British bombing of occupied terri- 
tory?" 
He shrugged. 

"I would rather see them using their planes to support a second 
front. I suppose it helps, even though it is not enough." 

"Do you think the raids are eflective.?" I asked. 

"Certainly," he replied, "but I do not believe it is worth the 
cost in men and planes. The British should know from their own 
experience that bombing of cities and factories is not decisive. One 
bomb on a front-line trench is worth two in the center of Berlin." 

"You mean at Stalingrad, for example?" 

"Yes. We could drive the Germans back to the Don if we had 
five hundred more fighters and bombers." 

His two companions came into the room ; they looked as worn 
as he did. One, in particular, showed nervous tension, sitting for 
a few minutes, then getting up and restlessly moving from one 
place to another. They repeated that Stalingrad would hold. 

"We will drive the Germans back because we must," said the 
nervous pilot. 

He spoke quietly, but his remark impressed me. The news- 
papers, Pravda, Izvestia, and Krasnaya Zvesda, constantly exhorted 
the army "not one step backward"; it seemed easier said than 
done. But, to millions of Russians, the phrase "because we must" 
had the compelling logic of a familiar axiom. The Soviets had said 
"we must" when introducing collectivization of farms, building 
railroads, and starting huge projects like the Dneiper dam. It was 
an unanswerable phrase, and people did not ask "why ?" The men 
at Stalingrad knew the Germans must be stopped; therefore, 
they could be stopped. This habit of accepting a power greater 
than themselves had no suggestion of Dostoievsky's fatalism, it 
was a reflex conditioned by centuries of obedience to commands. 

I thanked the pilots for the interview and returned to the 
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Metropole where one of the boys told me Hitler had made a speech 
promising that Stalingrad would be taken. 

"He's crawled out on a limb," the correspondent said, "and I 
think Stalin is going to cut it off." 

"Yes," I said, "it looks that way, but you won't catch Uncle Joe 
making predictions." 

The Berlin speech was an interesting admission of the German 
people's impatience with the stalemate on the Volga. We in 
Moscow had been so concerned with the terrible aspects of the 
siege we had tended to forget that each day of successful resist- 
ance was tantamount to a Soviet victory and a German defeat. 
The winter was approaching, and, for a month and a half, the 
Nazis had been halted in front of the city. Hitler's promise was an 
obvious effort to lull unrest at home, and his reassurances must 
have increased rather than decreased the people's doubts. 

The mental suffering of the Russians who had relatives and 
friends at Stalingrad was great; the newspapers gave a grim and 
accurate picture of the extent to which the Volga capital had 
been devastated. They described the systematic bombing which 
had reduced one building after another to ruins; there were 
graphic accounts of the savage street battles. No attempt was made 
to minimize the fact that it was a fight to the death. The men had 
dug underground passages and deep trenches, and skilled miners 
reinforced the shelters to withstand 1,000-pound bombs. Lieu- 
tenant-General Chuikov's headquarters were burrowed in the 
side of the river embankment. The Red Army, however, was free 
from the greate^st terror of besieged soldiers: hunger and thirst. 
Supplies were ferried across the Volga to them at night. The boat- 
men who performed this vital task were picturesque characters; 
they made a living in peacetime fishing on the river. War had 
not greatly affected their lives; they were not afraid of floating 
mines or bombs, and many of them fished openly in the daytime 
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after spending the night taking food and ammunition to Stalin- 
grad. 

Long before the siege began, Eddy Gilmore interviewed a fisher- 
man at Kuybyshev. He asked him if he knew the "Song of the 
Volga Boatman." 

"Never heard of it," was the answer. 

Eddy hummed it for him, but the boatman looked blank. He 
said he had been going up and down the river for forty years 
and never heard any one singing it. The famous Volga chant 
seemed as unknown on the river as some alleged darky songs 
were on the Mississippi. 

The unexpected offensive character of Russian resistance re- 
peatedly baffled the Nazis. Soviet guardsmen made constant 
forays against the enemy flanks to the north and south of Stalin- 
grad; they captured prisoners and killed sentries. Sharpshooters 
lurked in the ruins of buildings, and Red Army mortars and 
artillery forced the Germans to dig shelters as deep as those held 
by the defenders. Yards of territory were captured and lost and 
recaptured ; it was static warfare only in the sense that gains were 
limited. The Russians were perilously close to the river, they 
could not afford to give up a foot of the remnant of the city left 
to them. Thousands of men were killed during the two months 
in battles for the possession of a single street. Chuikov's tactics of 
active defense were said by observers to be based on soundest 
principles, but they were difficult to apply; the great temptation 
of a besieged army is to leave the initiative with the attackers. 
The Soviets were never able to launch offensives equal to those 
of the Germans because they lacked the men and material, so 
they exhausted the enemy with series of lightning thrusts. The 
Russian task was complicated also in that the defense of Stalin- 
grad had begun at the end of a long retreat with resuhing damage 
to morale. At the end of August, they had lost every battle of the 



Digitized by 



Goi gle 



Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



STALINGRAD 



159 



summer, and the memories of the victories of the previous winter 
were remote. Cossacks were fighting a rear-guard action for the 
retreating Caucasian army which again and again attempted to 
make a stand like the one at StaHngrad but failed, finally losing 
the Maikop oil fields. 

Although the Germans had not attained their objective, they 
had cut off the Caucasus as a supply route, and the flow of Anglo- 
American war materials coming through Persia had to be sent 
around the eastern side of the Caspian. The interior railroads 
were already overburdened, and loss of the Stalingrad trunk line 
was immediately felt. The delay in supplies interfered with 
preparations for the relief of the Volga capital ; Stalin was unwill- 
ing to risk a counter-attack before the Saratov army was thor- 
oughly equipped. The Nazis, by reaching Stalingrad so quickly, 
had blocked the supply line of American trucks, tanks, and guns 
from Persia for at least three weeks, the time necessary to trans- 
port them on the circuitous rear line. Although the Soviets had 
given little credit to Allied supplies, the southwestern campaign 
clearly revealed how much these materials were needed. A large 
volume of freight had formerly been carried on Volga river boats, 
and that important artery was now useless. The two main trunk 
lines, Rostov-Moscow and Sevastopol-Kharkov-Moscow, were 
largely in Nazi hands. It was this transportation handicap that 
made it necessary for the defenders of Stalingrad to hold on for 
more than two months without the aid of a diversion. The 
Rzhev offensive, started late in August, collapsed early in Sep- 
tember, and there were no other major battles on the central or 
northwestern fronts during the autumn. 

The correspondents in Moscow asked several times to be al- 
lowed to go to Stalingrad; the answer was always that we could 
visit the city after the Germans had been driven out. Russian 
newspapermen and special writers were there, and their articles 
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were available to us. Many of the Soviet newspapermen were 
excellent reporters and, within the limits of censorship, they wrote 
accurately about what they saw, but the material was second-hand, 
and we were not satisfied. There was also the consideration that 
Russian correspondents did not handle stories the way American 
or British reporters would; newspapermen see situations from 
different "angles." A British reporter, for example, attending a 
press conference given by Mr. Smith at which thirty or more 
newspapermen may be present will write, "Mr. Smith today 
told me, etc." This gives the impression that he was alone with 
Mr. Smith. The American or Russian reporter will write, "Mr. 
Smith today stated, etc," and will not use the "told me" unless he 
has an exclusive interview with Smith. But these differences in 
forms of writing are much more serious when it becomes not 
just a matter of style but of the whole subject matter. American 
correspondents were certain that Pravda and Izvestia did not 
give the picture of the Stalingrad battle that they wanted. A few 
of us even wrote letters to Stalin, asking for permission to go to 
the front, but we received no answers. I don't think any one 
expected a reply; I sent letters, and sometimes telegrams, to Stalin 
every month for two years when I was in Moscow before the 
war, and they were never acknowledged. But it was worth while, 
many correspondents did the same thing. It was like playing a slot 
machine, there was always a chance of hitting the jack-pot. 
Eugene Lyons, Walter Duranty, and Charlie Nutter were among 
those who had received replies during the years before the war. 

The Battle of Stalingrad was one of the hardest-fought sieges 
in modern history; it may even have been one of the hardest in 
all history. I once attempted to make a few comparisons with the 
known records of similar battles, and I concluded that, based 
upon the number of men and the damage done, the Volga strug- 
gle must rank with those at the top. But, more important, it was 
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the greatest defeat Hitler had received since the beginning of the 
war. The victory outside Moscow in 1941 was not comparable 
in results. There are those who say that if Stalingrad had fallen we 
would have lost the war, and, while I think that statement is far 
too extreme, I believe it would have added months of toil and 
thousands of lives to the final cost of defeating the Nazis. Stalin- 
grad will remain the proudest achievement of Russian arms. 
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THE WILLKIE VISIT 

The visit of Wendell Willkie aroused more interest in the Ameri- 
can colony in Moscow than even Lindbergh's memorable flying 
trip in 1938. There were those who asserted the former presiden- 
tial candidate was merely seeking publicity, and others who 
insisted he honestly wanted to strengthen Soviet-American friend- 
ship. I tried to butt in on a Willkie discussion one evening at the 
Metropole before he arrived, and a correspondent withered me 
by saying, 

"You've been abroad so long that I don't think you know who 
Willkie is." 

My having been in Europe for seven years without a trip home 
was something of a joke in Moscow; some of the newspapermen 
had been abroad as long, but they had been fortunate enough to 
have had interim vacations in America. Willkie was not a national 
figure when I left the United States, although I saw him in Lon- 
don when he was there during the blitz. 

"I don't like these political junkets," said a correspondent, 
"Willkie is visiting the war fronts to keep his name on the front 
page. What business has he got in Russia ?" 

"Why shouldn't he come to Russia?" I asked. 

"Because he has no official position. The Soviets are in a des- 
perate situation, and all they want is a second front. They don't 
want sympathy or kind words without concrete action." 

"But, as a leader of the Republican party, he has a good deal of 
influence, and his speeches at home will have more effect if he has 
seen Russia himself," I said. 

162 



Digitized by 



Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



THE WILLKIE VISIT 



163 



"That's not the point: it's too late for speeches. The formation 
of a second front depends on military factors, and Roosevelt and 
Churchill will decide when they're ready. Willkie radio talks 
won't provide guns and ammunition." 

"You may be right," I said, "but what harm can it do?" 

"A lot of harm right now; Americans don't realize the irritating 
condescension involved in these see-for-yourself tours. Russia is 
fighting for her life; our ambassador, Admiral Standley, and the 
newspapermen are reporting all the facts available. Willkie won't 
learn anything new." 

"Well, the British liked to have American leaders visit London," 
I protested. 

"If you think they did, you're wrong. They wanted the United 
States to get into the war, but some of those visiting firemen used 
to drive them crazy. Churchill wore a path through the bombed 
areas showing them around. You saw that party of congressmen, 
for instance. Do you think the British enjoyed having them 
around?" 

"Well-," I began. 

"And take Willkie," he interrupted, "do you remember that 
picture of him in a London pub playing darts with the soldiers ? 
If that wasn't done for publicity I'll eat my hat. Do you think the 
British, getting bombed every night, really thought his big brother 
stuff was amusing?" 

"I think you're too extreme," I said. "You don't give the man 
any credit at all." 

"No, because I think the war is far too serious to be used to 
further individual political ambitions. There's no earthly reason 
for Willkie making this trip except to keep in the public eye." 

"Such cynicism," I remarked. 

It seemed to me that Willkie was an able man who had many 
sound ideas both on the war and the post-war world. His trip 
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would help him to correlate his views and would be of inestimable 
value in guiding public thought at home. It was unfortunate that 
he arrived so soon after Churchill; there would inevitably be com- 
parisons, yet there was no similarity in purpose. One came to 
Moscow as the head of his nation to consult with Stalin, the other 
was travelling as a private individual seeking information. It was 
also regrettable that his visit came at a time when the Soviet mili- 
tary outlook was so bad: the Russians were not in a mood to 
discuss anything but a second front. I was sure they would feel he 
had more of an oflScial position at home than was actually the 
case. Countries governed by a one-party system are inclined to 
credit other nations with their own methods. No Soviet citizen 
could ever visit the United States and call at the White House 
unless he were picked by Stalin, and the Kremlin would suspect 
that Willkie's trip was not as unofl&cial as it appeared. 

"Americans always make fun of their politicians, especially 
when they come to Europe," remarked an English correspondent. 
"It started with Mark Twain's 'Innocents Abroad,' and it has 
become a tradition." 

I thought there was some truth in his observation. A classic story 
in the Paris edition of the Chicago Tribune during the gay Jimmie 
Walker days began, 

"The twenty-four American mayors touring France today 
guzzled and belched their way out of yet another banquet at 
Strasbourg, etc." 

We would have been insulted if the French had written about 
our mayors in that fashion, but Americans in Paris thought it was 
extremely funny. Ickes' characterization of Willkie as "the bare- 
foot boy from Wall Street" was recalled by newspapermen in 
London who had listened to Willkie's painfully earnest talks on 
democracy and international friendship. Yet I thought he was 
sincere and by no means as naive as he appeared; he may have 
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been an amateur in politics and a theorist in international rela- 
tions, but I believed he was honest. I feared he was getting into 
deep water by visiting the Soviet Union; it was difficult for a 
politician to make many mistakes in London, but Moscow was 
another story. I dreaded particularly that he would make sweep- 
ing statements about common war aims, the Four Freedoms, and 
the Soviet Union's place in the family of democracies. Those were 
words and phrases that came easily to the tongue, but they needed 
defining; they did not mean the same thing in Russia as they did 
in America. 

Willkie's party included "Mike*' Cowles, his election campaign 
manager, and Joe Barnes, the acting director of the Overseas 
Branch of the OWL There was also an Army ofl&cer and a Naval 
officer, the latter, who was Willkie's brother-in-law, had been 
United States Naval attache in Berlin before the war. Barnes was 
an old acquaintance with whom I had been associated when he was 
Moscow correspondent of the New York Herald Tribune in 
1937-38. He had a pleasant personality and a brilliant mind; I 
liked him, although I could not share his full-blown enthusiasm 
for all things Soviet. Fortufie magazine in an article on the OWI 
referred to Barnes as a former correspondent who had served in 
Moscow, "a place that seems to have made a lasting impression on 
him." I believe Joe once rather rudely refused a job offered him by 
that expensive publication so there was a distinct taste of sour 
grapes in their comment. But even those of us who were fond of 
Joe wondered if he was the ideal guide to help Willkie "see for 
himself" — it was too much a labor of love. These fears, however, 
were unfounded ; Joe did not lead Willkie up the garden path ; he 
told him all he knew about Moscow, took him on tours around 
the city, and gave him good advice for 4iis statements to the press. 

We had heard of the fanfare that accompanied the former presi- 
dential candidate's tour through Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and 
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Iran. It was reported he had "won the hearts" of the citizens in 
each country. In Bagdad, there had been a slight contretemps; he 
had a date one afternoon with the Prime Minister and went to the 
Government House with his party to see him. A small, unassum- 
ing man met the group in a private room; he gave his name, 
although nobody caught it, and Willkie introduced his fellow- 
guests. Then they sat around a table for five minutes, exchanging 
pleasantries about the weather and the beauties of Iraq. Growing 
restless, Willkie pulled out his watch and said, 

"I don't like to hurry, but I have an appointment with the 
Prime Minister." 

The little fellow coughed apologetically. 

"I am the Prime Minister," he said modestly. 

Wimesses told me that Willkie carried off this ga§e with 



In general, others said, despite a certain election-campaign man- 
ner, he made an excellent impression throughout the Arab coun- 
try. His bluff heartiness contrasted well with the British reserve 
to which the natives were accustomed. A veteran newspaperman 
covering the Middle East added, 

"It's the damnedest thing I've ever seen. This is oil country, and 
Europeans have been fighting here for wells and pipelines for so 
long that the Arabs expect all foreigners to talk about coiicessions 
sooner or later. Willkie pats them on the back and gives them the 
old hand of friendship. They don't know quite what to make of 
it, but they love it." 

General de Gaulle happened to be visiting Beirut when the 
seekers after "first-hand information" arrived in Syria, and the 
Free French leader welcomed them with a military display. Later, 
he poured out his troubles on Wendell's broad shoulders, lament- 
ing his own unsatisfactory position in the circle of United Nations. 
This was not unusual; leaders of every country Willkie visited, 
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including Russia and China, told him their woes. Most of these 
complaints were already known to the White House and Down- 
ing Street, but it is possible that hearing them individually may 
have given Willkie a better picture of their relative importance in 
the whole struggle. 

The party did not fly direct to Moscow from Iran but went 
instead to Kuybyshev where they stayed a few days. While there, 
Wendell visited several factories and a collective farm; and, with 
Joe Barnes interpreting, he talked to workers about the war, living 
conditions, and food problems. He was impressed with factory 
production records and with the morale of the men and women 
whom he met. He said the suffering of the people and the tre- 
mendous national effort Russia was putting into the war had to be 
seen to be believed. This was true; the correspondents had written 
thousands of words on the subject, and they were aware how 
difficult it was to do justice to the hardships and strain. It was 
generally agreed that Willkie could help in his speeches at home 
by telling what he had seen, but, unfortunately, Stalin had only 
one request and he was not convinced that either London or 
Washington had to be told more about Russians desperate need in 
order that this request would be granted. The time for words and 
promises had passed; it was not enough for visitors to come to the 
Soviet Union and shake their heads with astonishment at con- 
ditions. 

While in Moscow, the visitors were lodged at the government 
guest house where Averell Harriman had stayed. The correspond- 
ents called on Willkie soon after he arrived. He was enthusiastic 
about what he had seen in Kuybyshev and said he hoped to go to 
the front during his stay in Russia. He had a letter of introduction 
to Stalin from President Roosevelt. We asked him how he felt 
about an Allied invasion of Europe, and he replied that he was in 
favor of making the attempt as soon as possible. 
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"Of course, I don't know all the military factors," he said, "but 
it seems to me we can't let Russia fight alone much longer. It's 
for our own good to help her now." 

Willkie talked with the logic of a trained lawyer, but his admis- 
sion of not knowing "all the military factors" detracted from the 
force of his statements. He impressed me as sincere, and his forth- 
rightness was liked by the newspapermen. We asked him ques- 
tions about the other countries he had visited; he had visited the 
British Eighth Army in the Middle East and prophesied (cor- 
rectly, as it developed) that Rommel would soon be retreating. 

The party was travelling in a B-24 bomber, but Willkie went by 
train into Turkey when he visited Ankara. 

"I didn't want the plane and crew to be interned," he explained. 
"The Turks are strict about their neutrality." 

The waiters served vodka and cognac, and Willkie began to ask 
us questions about Russia. He said it was the first time he had 
visited Moscow, and he was particularly anxious to understand the 
outlook and problems of the Soviet Union. 

"I have come here with an open mind," he declared. "I want 
to learn all I can." 

He believed his trip would give him a better grasp of both the 
immediate and long-term war aims of our allies, about which, he 
said, "too little is known in America." He talked at some length 
on this theme, and before we left, Joe Barnes invited Robert 
Magidoff and me to have breakfast with them the next morning. 
He said Willkie wanted to have two newspapermen as guests at 
each meal during his stay in order to get as many viewpoints as 
possible. Magidoff was born in Russia and had been naturalized an 
American ; he knew the Soviet Union well and spoke the language 
better than any other reporter. He said he would call for me in 
time to go to breakfast. It was late when I started back to the 
Metropolc with another correspondent. 
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"What do you think?" the newspaperman asked me when we 
left the house. 

"Willkie strikes me as a good guy," I said. "I think he'll do all 



"I know, but he's a babe-in-the-woods politically," he asserted. 
"I used to cover Washington, and I've seen it before. They all get 
bitten by this international bug sooner or later." 

"He admits he's an amateur," I said. 

"Yes, but you heard him talking about war aims. I wonder if 
he realizes Stalin's only war aim is to drive the Germans to hell 
out of Russia. He thinks the Soviets will cooperate in some super- 
plan to keep world peace." 

"He might be right at that," I said. "The trouble with us is we 
saw too much of the pre-war politicians. Willkie's idealism is a 
little embarrassing because he is really talking about our own 
disillusionment." 

"Perhaps you've got something there," he admitted. 

"I'll tell you why I think so. My last year at Washington and 
Lee University I went to Staunton and spoke at the local Rotary 
club on the kind of world that college students wanted to see," I 
explained. "It was kid stuff, but I thought of it tonight when I was 
listening to Willkie. He talked about the same things that I tried 
to express." 

"Oh, the fundamental idea is sound," he said, "but I don't think 
Willkie has a sufficiently practical approach.'* 

This feeling about lack of a "sufficiently practical approach" 
seemed to seize all Americans whenever our politicians ventured 
near European shores. The State Department had been created to 
deal with the mysterious abracadabra of international relations, 
and we wanted to leave it with them. A senator or congressman 
could always get applause by branding our career diplomats as 
tea-drinking society buds, but, at the same time, there was a sort 



right. 
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of left-handed pride that we had representatives who knew these 
arts. Yet, a succession of American ambassadors to England had 
been made to feel conspicuous by the ban on court dress: I had 
heard of one who gloomily attended a levee wearing a tuxedo and 
was three times mistaken for a waiter. The deep-seated distrust of 
"foreign entanglements" might work to Willkie's political dis- 
advantage at home, but that was his own business; at the moment, 
there was a possibility that his visit might improve Soviet-Ameri- 
can relations. 

MagidofT and I enjoyed our breakfast with Willkie; the talk was 
amusing, and the food was better than we had had for months. 
He gave us news of people and events in the United States and 
showed a great curiosity about everything Russian. His informal 
conversation revealed a good knowledge of Soviet affairs; he had 
prepared for his trip by reading as much as he could. Having 
been abroad during his presidential campaign, I was interested in 
his remarks on domestic politics. I happened to mention a political 
figure who was serving on a foreign mission. Willkie laughed. 

"I guess he wanted that job pretty bad," he said. "During the 
election, he contributed money to both the Democrats and Repub- 
licans. He hoped to be appointed no matter who won." 

Wendell's outlook was not cynical, but I thought he had enough 
of the "practical approach" to satisfy all his critics. I returned to 
the hotel after breakfast, and Magidoff remained behind to talk 
with Joe Barnes. Magidoff had married an attractive Russian girl, 
Nina, who had gone to the United States and taken American 
citizenship. She was living with Barnes' family. He had been look- 
ing forward for weeks to Joe's arrival in order to hear news of 
Nina; he felt the separation keenly, especially since he had been in 
Russia continuously since 1938. According to law, naturalized 
American citizens cannot live abroad for more than two years at 
a time without losing their citizenship, but special exceptions had 
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been made in the case of Magidoff and Henry Shapiro who, like 
Alexander Werth and Maurice Hindus, were Russian-born. 

Stalin gave a dinner for Willkie in the Kremlin that night; 
there were many distinguished Soviet leaders present, and it was 
successful for all concerned except the British ambassador. Sir 
Archibald Clark Kerr. That genial but unfortunate envoy listened 
to Stalin make a fairly bitter speech in which the Russian premier 
alleged among other things that the British had appropriated a 
shipment of American planes destined for the Soviet Union. He 
also said the British were not sending their best fighter aircraft to 
Russia. He implied that some attempt had been made to conceal 
these facts from the Russians. Clark Kerr made a spirited defense, 
but it was not an auspicious beginning. The appropriated ship- 
ment was an old story; I had heard that the Americans themselves 
ordered the planes transferred to the British for special reasons, 
that there was nothing unusual about the transfer. The quality of 
various British fighters, of course, was a debatable point; the 
Soviets apparently thought Hurricanes were not as good as Spit- 
fires, although many RAF pilots liked Hurricanes better than any 
other type. 

Stalin and Willkie seemed to get along very well; besides the 
usual expressions of good-will common on such occasions each 
had an obvious respect for the other. Willkie's unofficial position 
made it easier for him to be understanding and sympathetic about 
Russian problems. Clark Kerr, for example, definitely represented 
the British government; Willkie represented only himself; it 
could not be accurately stated that he even spoke for the Repub- 
lican party. 

One American at the dinner found himself seated beside 
Lavrenti Berea, the Commissar of Internal Security, known col- 
loquially as the NKVD, or the OGPU. The American, who spoke 
Russian fluently, had long dreamed of the opportunity to discuss 
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the purge with the man who did the purging. From cautious gen- 
eralities on the arrests, he drifted to mild criticism, and finally, 
stimulated by vodka and wine, he declared, 

"Many people were guilty I admit, but you also executed a good 
many who were innocent." 

Berea, who also had not been neglecting the vodka, choked on 
his drink. Words like that in the Kremlin ! 

"That's not true," he said, his face white with anger. "You don't 
know the facts. They were guilty." 

The American said, when he saw Berea's expression he sobered 
immediately, thinking he had been unwise to insult the head of 
the OGPU while in Moscow. But he had gone so far that he 
decided to continue. 

"I was here in 1937 and 1938, and I knew many of the people 
who were arrested," he said. "Some were my friends, and I am 
sure they were innocent." 

There was a bitter argument. Berea was so angry when dinner 
was over that he walked away without speaking. But the evening's 
entertainment was not finished. After dinner, the guests went into 
another room to see a newsreel. While waiting for the film to 
begin. Marshal Voroshiloff decided to amuse the guests by show- 
ing them a new type of machine gun. The good Marshal had 
been drinking copious glasses of vodka, and, as he ordered his 
aide to bring in the gun, it was noticed that he was a bit unsteady. 
Nevertheless, he completely dismantled the machine gun and put 
it back together again without a hitch. Stalin watched the pro- 
ceedings with a benign eye. 

The final verdict on the banquet was that it had served a useful 
purpose in allowing Stalin to air his grievances, to talk as he 
would have been unable to do if Willkie had been conducting 
ofl&cial negotiations. He was well aware, of course, that his state- 
ments would be reported to the White House and Downing Street, 
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but there was a difference between speeches at a banquet and a 
direct exchange of notes. Willkie, as a defeated presidential candi- 
date, could honestly assert he favored a second front without com- 
mitting America to an invasion, yet he was a powerful enough 
political figure so that his presence was not without significance. 
Relations with America had been consistently better than with 
any other country: recognition of the Soviet Union had come dur- 
ing the administration of President Roosevelt, and the White 
House had been generous with Lend-Lease from the beginning of 
the conflict. There was no criticism, direct or indirect, of American 
aid; the complaints were against Britain. The lack of a second 
front, in the final analysis, was as much America's affair as Brit- 
ain's. Willkie favored an immediate European invasion on general 
principles, without knowing all the "military factors"; he was, 
therefore, persona grata at the Kremlin as a friend of the Soviet 
Union, and, although the meeting did not materially alter the 
situation, it helped clear the atmosphere. 

Certain correspondents suggested that Roosevelt should have 
learned a lesson in his relations with Willkie from Churchill's 
method in dealing with Sir Stafford Cripps on the Indian question. 
They said that Cripps, with his liberal record, would have been a 
thorn in the side of the Prime Minister by urging Indian independ- 
ence, had he remained outside the government. But he accepted a 
Cabinet post, and Churchill, with remarkable astuteness, sent him 
to New Delhi to try to settle the proiJem. Cripps's failure in India 
robbed British liberals of their ammunition; they could not call 
Cripps a Colonel Blimp. The fallacy in this reasoning was that 
Roosevelt did try to get Willkie in the government; there were 
overtures, at least, for him to become ambassador to the Court of 
St. James. But Willkie declined, preferring to head the opposition, 
which was politically the wiser move. 

The former candidate was up early the day after the banquet. 



Digitized by 



Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



174 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



continuing his inspection, but most of his party slept late recover- 
ing from Kremlin hospitality. Willkie looked fresh, as though he 
had gone to bed at an early hour; his curiosity about Moscow was 
as great as ever. He spent the day seeing new sights and attended 
a concert by a factory jazz orchestra. It began to rain in the eve- 
ning, and, a little before midnight, Wendell bundled his worn 
comrades into a Ziss limousine for the ninety-eight-mile drive to 
the Rzhev front. This was the highlight of their program, and 
they were not going to let unfavorable weather interfere with a 
chance to see the army. They drove through the stygian drizzle, 
and, at four o'clock in the morning, reached the improvised 
corduroy road. They had rough going for a few hours and 
finally transferred to jeeps; these handy vehicles made better time, 
although the occupants were shaken considerably and sometimes 
had difficulty holding on. When they arrived at headquarters, they 
were given breakfast, after which they briskly set out for a tour 
of the front. The light rain continued, and the whole Rzhev area 
was so muddy that walking was difficult, but, as the commander 
remarked, front-line conditions were often worse. 

They were shown a group of German prisoners who, Willkie 
said, were "poor specimens." They had a hangdog sullen appear- 
ance, and they were physically not impressive. The prisoners 
appeared confident that the Germans would ultimately win the 
war, and they would gain their freedom. Willkie asked them 
questions through an interpreter, and they answered briefly. They 
were unwilling to talk more than was required. 

"I realized that if these wretched men were our enemy we could 
beat them," Willkie said later. 

I asked him, "Did they know who you were ?" 

He looked momentarily surprised and answered, "I hadn't 
thought of that. No, I don't believe they did." 

It might have been effective propaganda among the German 
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prisoners to have identified Willkie, as evidence of American 
interest in the Soviet front. 

The party finished their tour in the late afternoon and started 
back to Moscow after having supper in camp. They arrived at the 
guest house shortly before one o'clock in the morning and tumbled 
into bed exhausted. They had been almost two nights without 
sleep, driven two hundred miles over unbelievably rough roads, 
and walked for hours through a muddy front sector. Even Willkie, 
who had outlasted all of his team-mates, admitted he was worn 
out. 

The brief period that I saw Wendell in Russia convinced me 
that he had amazing vitality and stamina. His schedule was 
gruelling, and he had been keeping to this routine ever since he 
had left America. He had done the same things in Egypt, Turkey, 
Syria, Iraq, and Iran, and he had a lengthy program planned for 
his visit to Chungking, the next stop after Moscow. 

The American embassy in Moscow traditionally entertains dis- 
tinguished visitors with a cocktail party. This is a simple method 
of introducing them to the entire diplomatic colony; the ambassa- 
dor's residence, Spazo House, is large enough to accommodate all 
available guests, even in peace-time. The attaches wanted to give 
a cocktail party for Willkie, but the supply of whiskey in Russia 
had shrunk to almost medicinal proportions, and there was no 
gin or vermouth or any of the other ingredients commonly asso- 
ciated with cocktails. There was, however, an ample supply of 
vodka, and the embassy had recently received several cases of 
canned grapefruit juice. Vodka and grapefruit juice do not make 
the ideal mixed drink ; the best that can be said for the concoction 
is that the grapefruit juice kills the taste of the vodka, and it can 
be swallowed without noticeable effort. The second drink is, of 
course, easier than the first. So it was decided a few punch-bowls 
of this liquid dynamite would have to serve; it would be a stag 
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affair since the wives of the diplomats had all left Russia at the 
beginning of the war. 

I sampled the beverage when I arrived, and found it extremely 
potent; the only comparison I could make was with a drink served 
at Shepheard's Bar in Cairo called a "Suffering Bastard." This was 
not a pleasurable cocktail; it was supposed to be a "hangover 
cure." Nevertheless, the party was a great success. It was Willkie's 
last day in Moscow, and he was pleased that he had been able to 
do so much in such a short time. Within a week, he had visited 
the front, talked with Stalin, and inspected numerous factories 
and cultural institutions. He had an untiring and avid curiosity; 
the Russians, accustomed to polite interest from official visitors, 
had been surprised at the eagerness with which he took in 
every detail. I remarked to a friend at the cocktail party that 
Willkie must have been a great lawyer if he briefed his cases 
with the thoroughness which he had shown while in the Soviet 
Union. 

After the party, he went to the Metropole to attend a small 
reception which the correspondents had arranged for him; while 
there he gave us a final statement on his impressions. There was 
little new in his remarks except the emphasis which he placed on 
the hardships which the Russians would have to face during the 
coming winter. He stressed the clothing and food shortage, the 
lack of heat, and said it was not unlikely that thousands would 
starve in the bitter months ahead. These were facts which had 
long been known to the correspondents, but which the censors had 
not allowed us to cable abroad. Willkie believed the American 
people should be told the extent of Russian suffering, and, appar- 
ently the press department agreed with him, because they passed 
his statements without comment. This marked an important 
change in Soviet policy; they had hitherto preferred to keep silent 
on many of the domestic hardships in order not to reveal condi- 
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tions to the enemy. There were now few restrictions on despatches 
concerning domestic economy. 

Newspapermen who had spoken critically of Willkie's tour 
before he arrived surprised me by referring to him in compli- 
mentary terms after he had been in Moscow a few days. This was 
an unusual tribute to his personality; he was not a man whom 
it was easy to dislike. Correspondents were at first suspicious of 
his frankness and sincerity; they thought it was an election man- 
nerism. But it became clear during the week that he was with us, 
that he was genuinely seeking information. He worked too hard 
to be merely trying to impress onlookers. His visit undoubtedly 
pleased the Soviets; they gave him all the facilities which he 
requested and entertained him as well as they had Churchill. He 
was one of the few Republican party leaders who had ever come 
to Russia; the Kremlin had not forgotten the days of non-recog- 
nition during the Coolidge and Hoover administrations, and it is 
probable that they would have given Willkie an even more royal 
welcome if he had arrived in peace-time. 

It is difficult to assess the value of the visit against the back- 
ground of the war. It did not result in any tangible changes, but, 
as a good-will gesture, it came at an opportune time. Willkie was 
unfortunate in one respect to follow Churchill so closely and to 
arrive when the military situation was so unfavorable, but it gave 
the Soviets an opportunity to air their troubles. This, in the long 
run, may prove to have been a good thing. The consensus of 
opinion among Moscow observers was that Wendell's tour, while 
not a major event of the war, was favorable to Soviet-American 
relations. 
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TiUSSIAN WOMEN 

More than seventy per cent of the workers in Soviet industry 
are women. 

This statement, taken from the official report of the Commissar 
of Heavy Industry in January, 1943, represented the peak utiliza- 
tion of feminine labor since the outbreak of war. It was an impres- 
sive figure and helped to explain some of the surprising Russian 
successes, particularly the Red Army's apparently limitless reser- 
voir of manpower. The statistics were concerned only with pro- 
duction and did not give the number of women who were 
engaged in semi-military activities at the front, such as nurses, 
cooks, members of the signal corps, and pilots of transport planes. 
This total mobilization of population was less difficult in Russia 
than in other countries because the Soviets had, in effect, been 
preparing for it for twenty years. The Russian per capita employ- 
ment of women could not be equarlled by other nations in a short 
time. There were many factors, such as training and the psycho- 
logical adjustments necessary for change from housework to 
factory employment, making the transfer of women to industry 
necessarily a slow process. Germany was closest to Russia, next 
came England, and last the United States and Italy. American 
women adapt themselves easily, and it is probable that with their 
unusually good standards of health and education, the U. S. A. 
could soon overcome its late start. But Italy had made little prog- 
ress, and there were no indications that Italian women were losing 
their antipathy for the factory. This was partly the fault of the 
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men who were traditionally opposed to having their women 
leave the home. 

I first saw Soviet women doing manual work in May, 1937, 
when the train on which I was travelling crossed the frontier from 
Poland. I happened to look out of the window at a parallel stretch 
of track which was being repaired. Barefoot women wearing 
faded cotton dresses and with kerchiefs tied around their heads, 
were carrying railroad ties on their shoulders, swinging pick-axes, 
and pushing wheelbarrows. They were browned and weather- 
beaten, husky peasant types as strong as men; I was surprised to 
see women performing such heavy manual labor, but my fellow- 
passengers showed so little interest that I realized it must have 
been a familiar sight, and later I became accustomed to it myself. 
Women shovelled the snow from Moscow streets, they were car- 
penters and builders, and it was common to see those engaged in 
digging the new subway clumping home from work in the heavy 
boots worn in the tunnels. 

Sex equality in Russia had more than a political connotation; 
women were guaranteed equality of opportunity, but they also 
had to accept the responsibilities that went with their new privi- 
leges. They might aspire to the highest positions, but they could 
also be ditch diggers. It was work equality in a literal sense. They 
had, however, excelled in many fields: one capable woman, 
Paulina Zhemchuzhina, had become the first feminine member 
of the cabinet, as Commissar of Fishing Industry. Her appoint- 
ment in 1939 caused a certain amount of heart-burning in Soviet 
feminine circles because she happened to be Molotov's wife; 
favoritism was hinted. However that might be, Zhemchuzhina 
was not a newcomer to political office; she had formerly been 
Vice-Commissar of Food Industry and was once head of the Soviet 
Cosmetic and Perfume Trust. While holding the latter position, 
in 1936, she visited the United States and attended a luncheon at 



Digitized by 




Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



i8o 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



the White House. Another outstanding feminine leader was 
Kolantay, the Russian ambassadress to Sweden. Born in St. Peters- 
burg of a noble family, she had early joined the Communists and 
was one of the few "old bolsheviks" still in the government. It 
was understood that Stalin was not fond of her but tolerated her 
because of the regard in which she had been held by Lenin. The 
names of flyers such as Paulina Osipenko, Marina Raskova, and 
Nadja Grizadubova were famous throughout Russia, and ballet 
stars like Lipischinskaya were idolized wherever they went. 

These women had attained national fame in peace-time, and 
there were thousands of feminine judges, lawyers, writers, and 
doctors, leaders in their own communities, who had also risen to 
their positions long before the war. Women engineers and con- 
ductors on trains, for example, were not employed merely as a 
result of military necessity; they were accepted as a matter of 
course. Educational opportunities had been seized by women as 
enthusiastically as by men; Russian girls revealed enormous eager- 
ness and hunger for knowledge. Stalin encouraged the feminine 
renaissance; he directed the expansion of schools and colleges and 
offered prizes and other incentives for hard work. In 1937, Maria 
Demchenko, a young girl at an agricultural college, won a prize 
for raising the greatest quantity of sugar beets in her class. Stalin 
happened to hear of it and invited her to visit Moscow. He gave 
her a dinner at the Kremlin, and was photographed with her in 
a box at the opera. He rarely indulged in such gestures, being far 
too busy; his honoring of Demchenko was an unusual demonstra- 
tion of his interest in education. 

The changed position of women in the Russian social structure 
was wholly good, both for them and for the country. Extremist 
racial and eugenic theories, such as those which the Nazis had 
forced upon Germany, had never found favor with the Soviets. 
Marriage and divorce had been simplified: each was now a brief 
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legal ceremony, but there were not an unusual number of divorces. 
I once discussed this with a Soviet judge, and he said, 

"The majority of men and women seeking divorce do not con- 
sider whether the legal procedure is complicated or simple. They 
want to be separated, and, in many cases, they will go to any 
lengths to do so. Our system is not as easy at it would appear: 
there are certain checks. Provision has to be made for the support 
of children, for example, and the couple have to settle ownership 
of their room or apartment." 

Crowded living conditions in Russian cities gave cogency to 
this last argument: rooms and apartments were so scarce that 
breaking up the home was a serious matter. Either the husband 
or wife was faced with the difficult task of finding a new domicile. 
Factories and offices usually provided rooms for their employees, 
and they were reluctant and frequently unable to make changes 
necessitated by domestic conflicts. I asked if a man could get mar- 
ried as many times as he wanted. 

"In theory, yes, but in practice, no," said the judge. "Wc investi- 
gate people who attempt to abuse our divorce laws. Wc find there 
is usually something irregular about a man who has time to get 
married and divorced several times. As you know, wc do not 
encourage immorality." 

The Soviet claim that they had eliminated prostitution in 
Russia was justified. They closed the houses and arrested street- 
walkers after the revolution, and they gradually changed the 
economic factors that had caused many young girls to enter the 
profession. But the Russians recognized that economic necessity 
was not the only cause of prostitution; they realized that some 
women preferred the life as "easier" than working. These problem 
cases were forced to work and, as a last resort, exiled to Siberia. 
Education and universal employment did more, however, than 
police measures. The venereal disease rate in the Soviet Union was 
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very low as result of compulsory medical treatment. The judge 
said the courts dealt with fewer cases of sexual immorality each 
year. 

"There are grades of prostitutes," he explained, "from what the 
French call the poule de luxe or kept woman, to the street-corner 
wench whose boudoir is in a back alley. None of these fit in our 
society. But, in the final analysis, it is a question both of correcting 
conditions and of enforcing the law. Half-way measures arc 
bound to fail." 

The serious overtones of Soviet life may have contributed to 
their matter-of-fact attitude toward sex, but it was not a subject 
that preoccupied them. The films and the theatre did not empha- 
size love stories. The Russian outlook was very much like that of 
the old Arab sheik who was once invited by some Americans to 
witness a movie starring Ramon Novarro. There was one scene 
where the heroine went to bed and Novarro stretched out on some 
blankets in front of the door to spend the night. At this point, the 
old sheik got up and walked out, indignantly snorting, 

"It's a danm lie!" 

The progress which women had made in industry and in the 
learned professions was noticeable in the many executive positions 
held by them. Men did not object to women bosses. I visited a 
large factory where three of the floor superintendents were 
women. I talked with one and asked her if her advance had been 
more difficult because of her sex. 

"No," she replied. "I have been working here fifteen years, and 
there were no women foremen when I started. But the feeling has 
changed; skill and efficiency are all that count now. I do not 
believe any of the men here object to me because I am a woman." 

"Do men and women usually work together in factories?" I 
asked. 

"It depends on what is being manufactured. As a rule, we find 
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that it is better to have all men or all women, but that was impos- 
sible here." 

A young girl, dressed in overalls, passed us, and the foreman 
said, 

"That is my daughter, Marina. She has a little baby who is 
being taken care of in our creche. Would you like to sec the 
nursery?" 

I said I would, and the foreman conducted me upstairs to a 
spacious, well-lighted room where nurses in white uniform were 
tending the babies of women who worked in the factory. There 
were thirty-three children, ranging in ages from infants in cradles 
to boys and girls two and three years old. Everything was spotlessly 
clean, and a nurse was supervising the play of the older children. 
The foreman told me there was a small park in the rear of the 
factory where the children were taken to play. 

"We give them a hot meal at noon and pay careful attention 
to their health," the foreman said. 

"It looks as if they are better off here than they would be at 
home," I remarked. 

"That is true," said the foreman. "It is a good system, and, just 
from our own standpoint, we find that women naturally work 
better when they are not worried about their children." 

"This is a state-owned institution and does not need to make 
profits, but do you think privately-owned factories abroad could 
afford to install creches?" I asked. 

"I should think they would be worth while, even under the 
capitalist system," she said. "Especially for factories employing 
large numbers of women. It would improve efl&ciency and reduce 
absenteeism, besides creating good-will." 

"How much time off does a woman get when she is pregnant?" 
I asked. 

"We give two-months leave with pay before the baby is born, 
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and a month afterwards. We used to give a longer time, but we 
found that some women purposely became pregnant just to have 
the time off." 

The foreman and I returned to the main floor, and she went 
away to attend to her own work. She was an efficient woman, and 
had given me straightforward answers to my questions. She was 
an excellent example of the new type of Soviet worker, aware of 
the defects in the system, but proud of what Russia had accom- 
plished, and believing in the nation's future. 

The women traffic policemen in Moscow had always attracted 
comment from tourists with their military smartness, and I talked 
to one who usually stood on the busy Gorki Street corner. She 
said she had started as a typist in the police bureau and had been 
in the uniformed service for ten years. They had a special course 
for women in directing traffic. 

"Do you like the work?" I asked. 

"No," she said. "I am sorry I started. We are out in all kinds of 
weather, and the work gets monotonous. But it is too late to 
change now." 

The most monotonous profession for women had always seemed 
to me to be that of Soviet tourist guides. They were trained to 
answer any conceivable type of question, and some of the replies 
were masterpieces of evasion. These girls could rattle off produc- 
tion figures with the same expressionless ease that they explained 
the purge. I have seen them listen patiently to arguments between 
Soviet sympathizers and Soviet critics, and, when it was finished, 
continue calmly, 

"And now on our left we have Lenin's tomb, etc." 

It would have been worth something to know what they were 
really thinking, but they had built up an impenetrable wall of 
reserve. I had known some of the guides for two and three years, 
and I had never heard one of them express a positive opinion on 
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any subject, so great was the force of habit. They were prudent, 
however, to stick to the book; there was nothing to gain by engag- 
ing in forensics with visitors. 

When war broke out, millions of Russian women took their 
husbands' places on the farms and in the factories, but the 
actresses and ballet girls were ordered to continue their peace-time 
activities. In 1941, when the Germans neared Moscow, the ballet 
moved to Kuybyshev. Later, the first ballet company, which used 
to entertain in the Bolshoi Theatre opposite the Metropole Hotel, 
stayed in Kuybyshev for the amusement of the diplomatic corps, 
and the second company returned to Moscow. Actors and actresses 
likewise kept the stage and cinema running without interruption. 
The important contributions to national morale of these diversions 
had always been understood and accepted by the Soviet govern- 
ment. During the long months of siege, the Leningrad ballerinas 
and actresses made life a little less grim for the inhabitants and 
helped them to forget their hunger and sufferings. Many indi-^ 
vidual ballet stars and actresses toured the front and gave perform- 
ances within range of shell-fire. 

The ballet has always occupied a unique place in Russian 
national life; it was the favorite entertainment of the Czar's court, 
and, after the revolution, the Soviets instituted few changes except 
to make it available for the masses. They broadened it and estab- 
lished numerous schools for the training of children as dancers. 
Unlike the stage, which suffered from a narrow ideological ap- 
proach, the ballet was not greatly affected by the revolution. Dur- 
ing the early years of want and semi-famine, the ballet dancers 
received favored treatment; they were petted and nursed like hot- 
house flowers. It was not strange, then, that the Bolshoi Theatre 
was the goal of every Russian mother with a talented daughter. 

Women were aware that the greatest rewards in Soviet life went 
to artists, whether in the field of music, painting, dancing, or the 
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stage. The compensations were on a capitalistic scale. It was pos- 
sible, for instance, to earn 100,000 rubles (20,000 dollars) a year, 
and such salaries were paid to men like Prokofief, the composer, 
and Eisenstein, the movie director. Ilya Ehrenburg, the writer, had 
won the Stalin prize of 100,000 rubles for one of his books. Other 
advantages, such as permission to own a dacha, or country home, 
and the right to buy a car, and the granting of an apartment of 
three or four rooms, went to artists. These privileges were worth 
more than the actual cash salary because they were limited to so 
few people. But the ballet, like other desirable occupations, did 
not entirely escape government surveillance; even girls who had 
reached the pinnacle of the Moscow stage might be exiled to small 
companies in far cities for certain offenses. There was a star whose 
political agility was equal to the swiftness of her dancing feet. She 
had been married to a commissar who was arrested for a political 
offense; relatives and wives were usually under suspicion in these 
affairs, so she immediately divorced him and married another 
commissar. Unfortunately, her new husband was arrested a month 
later, but, not discouraged, she divorced him and married again. 
This time, she seemed to have made the right choice, for, night 
after night, she bowed to applause in the theatre, with apparently 
few troubles disturbing her tranquillity. These gossipy epi- 
sodes only added spice to the popularity of the ballet; it was a 
satisfying evening's entertainment for every front-line soldier on 
leave. 

Stalin's attitude toward women has had an important bearing 
on their position in Soviet society. His power and influence is so 
great that it is difficult to discuss any side of Russian life without 
reference to his views on the subject. This is, of course, true con- 
cerning all political questions, but his example has even had an 
effect on such minor matters as simplicity of dress and the popu- 
larity of men's pipe-smoking. He has been married twice; little is 
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known about either woman except that his second wife was small 
and dark. She was said to be a Georgian with the olive complexion 
and vivacity of that race. She may have been naturally shy and 
retiring or she may have been dwarfed by the overpowering per- 
sonality of her husband, but she was not outstanding in bolshevik 
circles like Molotov's wife, Zhemchusina. Stalin is not a sentimen- 
talist about women; he was good to his mother and to Lenin's 
widow, Krupskaya, but neither woman was glorified as a national 
figure. They were pensioned by the state; his mother lived in a 
simple cottage, and Krupskaya was active in education and vir- 
tually supported herself. They had no luxuries and little more than 
the comforts to which they would have ordinarily been entitled. 
Stalin's two sons were in the service, one in the army and the 
other in the air force, but their father did not favor them. Major 
Stalin, the older boy, distinguished himself as a fighter pilot at 
Stalingrad, winning the Order of the Red Banner. It is certain he 
won the decoration by his own bravery; Stalin would not tolerate 
the reward being given simply because of his name. Both sons 
were engineers before the war and took no part in political activi- 
ties; their father has made it clear that he does not expect either 
of them to succeed him. 

I discovered the grave of Stalin's second wife by accident in the 
summer of 1938. 1 was interested in buying some ikons and visited 
an old Moscow church to see if there were any holy relics left. It 
was a hot day, and I wandered out in the cemetery back of the 
church. The shade of the thick-foliaged massive trees and the cool 
breeze were so inviting that I began to study the gravestones; 
many of them were very old and the inscriptions were worn thin. 
The graveyard had not been cared for; tall grass and weeds were 
everywhere, and a few of the stones were tipped over. I sat down 
on a moss-covered bench and was enjoying the quietness of the 
scene when I heard a sound not unlike that of cooing pigeons. I 
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looked in the direction of the noise and saw an old woman sitting 
on the grass in the enclosure of a family burial plot. The woman 
must have been in her seventies, but the unusual thing was that 
she had a baby with her, and the sound I had heard was the 
woman crooning to the baby. Neither of them had noticed me. 
The baby was climbing over the gravestones and having a good 
time under the eye of the old woman who appeared to be a nurse 
or a servant. I walked over to them, and, as soon as the old woman 
heard me, she looked at me frightenedly, picked up the baby and 
scampered out of the cemetery. I watched them go, regretting that 
I had disturbed their pleasure, and then I looked at the name on 
the family plot. It was that of one of the old Moscow nobility. 

Being an incurable romantic, I like to think that the old woman 
had worked for the family and that the baby was a descendant of 
some branch which had escaped the purge. I pictured die faithful 
retainer bringing the baby to the place where its ancestors slept; 
all that the family represented was gone, and even their memory 
was preserved only in a dilapidated cemetery. This pleasant notion 
unfortunately was not likely to be true; it was much more prob- 
able that the old woman had simply brought the baby to play in 
the churchyard because it was quiet and cool. I continued inspect- 
ing the gravestones and was surprised to see a plot that had been 
well cared for; the stone was a plain marble pillar about six feet 
high. The grass was cut, and there were fresh flowers at the base 
of the pillar. I read the inscription and realized that this was the 
grave of Stalin's second wife. It was an interesting discovery; it 
was new to me, but I later found that several members of the 
American colony in Moscow knew of its existence and had gone 
to see it. No one had been able to learn anything of its history, 
but it was generally believed that Stalin's wife had been a religious 
woman and had requested to be buried in a church cemetery. I 
have said that Stalin was not a sentimentalist, yet here was cvi- 
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dence of a soft trait in the character of the man who was absolute 
lord over one hundred and eighty million people. 

The known evidence would indicate that Stalin has given devo- 
tion to only two people, his second wife and Lenin. There is much 
to show the love he bore for Lenin, but only the Moscow grave 
gives any clue to his feeling toward his wife. Yet that gesture 
remains more eloquent than anything he may have done during 
her life. The simplicity of the marble shaft, the fresh flowers, and 
the church cemetery tell the story. 

It has been said that Stalin's concern for the education and 
welfare of women was not motivated by altruism but was as much 
a defense measure as his effort to strengthen the Red Army. What- 
ever his motives, the net result was the same. Hitler could not 
have anticipated that Russian women would be such an important 
factor in Soviet power. It has been officially admitted that eight 
million men were replaced by women in light industry alone. Not 
all of these men went into the army; many were transferred to 
other defense work. The U.S.S.R. maintained its tremendous strik- 
ing power throughout the war, launching fresh attacks after suf- 
fering colossal losses, because of these feminine reinforcements on 
the home front. Women were the hard core of Russian war indus- 
tries. American critics of the policy of increasing the United States 
army to twelve million men have asserted that a certain numerical 
point can be reached beyond which it is unwise to expand the 
army because the farms and factories will be unable to supply the 
men in the field. The critics argued that the men were needed for 
production, and that vital supplies would be lacking if the work- 
ing manpower were drafted. The same debate has taken place in 
England. Women have solved this problem for Russia. The Soviets 
have lost more men than any other Allied nation; it seemed that 
only a second front in Europe could save them at the end of the 
summer of 1942. According to all the laws of military science. 
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they had shot their bolt and failed; but the women figuratively 
gave them another bolt, and this time they succeeded. There was 
no historical precedent for such a recovery; women had never 
before been an important military factor. 

"Soviet factory girls can be thanked if Hitler ends his days in 
an insane asylum chewing rugs," once remarked a correspondent. 
The Fuehrer's occasional complaints about the Red Army's exas- 
perating refusal to stay "wiped out" was in effect an acknowledg- 
ment of his underestimation of Russian strength. But, at the same 
time, it is doubtful if any foreigner correctly estimated the femi- 
nine element in Soviet military potentiality. 

Women doctors and nurses have saved thousands of lives at the 
front; their heroism under fire has come to be accepted as an 
attribute of their profession. The story is told of one nurse who 
crawled out in a shcU-pocked battlefield thirty-two times and 
returned each time to the dressing station with a wounded man 
on her back. But on the last trip both she and the wounded 
soldier she was carrying were killed by machine-gun fire. The 
incident was typical of the sacrifice shown by all women who 
volunteered for duty at the front. Ambulance drivers whose 
machines were bombed to pieces on the road; women transport 
pilots whose defenseless planes were shot down by German fight- 
ers: these were reported in every day's military chronicle. The 
Soviets were particular in selecting the women they allowed to 
go to the front; there were many applicants, but the army rejected 
more than they accepted. They usually advised girls instead to 
work in defense industries and warned that life with the Red 
Army was hard. But, even with these precautions, mistakes were 
made, and girls sometimes had to be sent home as unable to stand 
the strain. I talked with a girl who had been ordered to return to 
Moscow after five months on the central front. 

"How old do you think I am ?" she asked. 
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This is a question that usually requires a diplomatic answer 
when asked by a woman, and, looking at her thin face and the 
streaks of gray in her hair, I said, 

"About twenty-eight." 

She shook her head. 

"No, I look older than twenty-eight, and you know it, but, as 
a matter of fact, I am twenty-four." 

It was incredible that she could be so much younger than she 
appeared ; even her eyes had a mature, tired look. 

"This is a picture of me taken six months ago," she said, hand- 
ing me a snapshot. It was the photograph of a young girl; I could 
see the resemblance, but there was a difference of years. 

"Well," I remarked with feeble understatement, "you've 
changed." 

"That is what five months at the front did to me," she ex- 
claimed. "I could not stand it; I almost went crazy." 
"It must be pretty bad," I sympathized. 

"Yes, it is terrible, but, you see, it is my fault. Some girls get 
adjusted to the life, and it doesn't affect them so much. I am too 
nervous, and I have not the right temperament. I could not sleep, 
and I constantly thought of the things I had seen on the battle- 
field." 

"You can help by working here in Moscow," I said. 

"I know," she replied. "But it is not the same thing. I volun- 
teered to go to the front and was very happy when they accepted 
me. Yet I knew after the first enemy artillery barrage that I would 
not be able to stand it." 

"You should have told your commanding officer that you felt 
you had made a mistake." 

"I wanted to do so many times, but I hoped I might get over 
the feeling. It just got worse, until finally I had to leave." 

"How did you like the life, aside from the bombing ?" 



Digitized by 



Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



192 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



"It was the greatest experience of my life. I will never forget the 
comradeship of the girls and the soldiers. It meant more to me 
than anything I have ever known." 

"How were living conditions?" I asked. 

"We slept in dug-outs. We were cold in winter, but it was all 
right in summer. We had warmer clothes than the Germans, and 
the snow did not bother us as much as it did them. The spring was 
the worst of all with the rain and the mud." 

"How was the food?" 

"There was plenty of it, but there was no variety. We had three 
hot meals a day. We always had soup at noon with meat and 
cabbage and bread. I had more to eat than my mother here at 
home. The men were given a ration of vodka and a package of 
cigarettes each week." 

"Were there many girls stationed at your sector?" 

"No, just nurses and ambulance drivers. There were about a 
dozen girls doing special work at headquarters, but I did not see 
them very often. There were a few Mongolian women with their 
troops, but they did not speak Russian, so I could not talk with 



I felt sorry for the girl because of the keen disappointment 
which she felt in herself. I once met a parachutist who had been 
transferred to another service because he lost his nerve at the last 
minute and couldn't jump. He was introspective and brooded 
about what he called his cowardice. It had destroyed his self- 
confidence. The girl felt much the same way about her failure at 
the front. Both cases, of course, had causes other than the lack of 
physical courage, but neither could accept any other explanation. 

Because of the exacting Red Army system of selection there 
were few front-line girls who cracked under the strain. The major- 
ity conducted themselves creditably under all conditions. Soviet 
military decorations carried certain rewards with them such as a 
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trip home with all expenses paid, or a trip to Moscow with hotel 
accommodations and amusements provided, so it was not uncom- 
mon to see uniformed girls visiting the city wearing newly-won 
medals. Members of the services usually stayed at the Moskva 
Hotel, and any evening the lobby presented a good cross-section 
of the cream of Russia's fighting forces. Black-uniformed Cossacks 
mingled with blond Russian girls, and Uzbekistan officers talked 
with Ukrainian defense workers, while other soldiers just sat and 
watched the panorama, happy to be away from the trenches. I 
arranged an interview one afternoon with a girl ambulance driver 
who had just been awarded the Order of the Red Banner and was 
spending her leave in Moscow. She was quite the opposite of 
the girl who had been dismissed and sent home; she was a gay, 
capable little woman, filled with confidence in the Red Army and 
Russian victory. She talked easily and with no trace of self-con- 
sciousness. 

"I was a chauffeur before the war," she said. "I have two 
brothers in the army, and I wanted to go where I could help most. 
It is nothing unusual." 

"Are you a trained nurse ?" 

"No," she replied, "but I have learned a little about first-aid. 
Sometimes I work with the stretcher-bearers." 

"You must have been under fire a good deal," I said. "Do you 
get used to it ?" 

"It does not bother me as much now as it did at first. The air- 
planes are the worst. They dive along the road and machine-gun 
us. We cannot hear them coming, and, since the ambulances are 
covered, we cannot see them until they are right on top of us." 

I nodded, and she continued, 

"I worry more about the wounded than I do about myself. They 
are helpless, and we have no way of protecting them. I have been 
lucky so far, but other ambulances have been hit." 
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We talked a few minutes longer, and, while we were sitting in 
the lobby, she pointed out several men and women wearing the 
medals of Hero of the Soviet Union and the Order of Lenin. A 
tall girl dressed in airforce uniform passed us, and my companion 
said, 

"That girl pilots an ambulance plane. I have seen her several 
times at the front. Very serious cases are flown back to base hos- 
pitals for treatment; the planes save thousands of lives." 

A tank ofl&cer approached us and nodded to the girl. She said 
good-bye to me and walked away with him. Watching her stride 
across the lobby, I thought of the great changes that had taken 
place in the status of Russian women in the space of twenty years. 
With the exception of relatively few in the wealthy classes, they 
had been the most backward and illiterate women in Europe; 
their amazing development was one of the major credit items on 
the Soviet ledger. War had tested them before they had time to 
enjoy many of the fruits of their work, but their enthusiasm and 
vitality remained a hopeful sign for Russia's future. It is not im- 
likely that in the post-war years of reconstruction they will play 
an even bigger part in government and industry as they replace 
men who were killed and disabled on the battlefield. But, what- 
ever lies ahead, they have amply proved their right to the "equal- 
ity" which has been granted them. 



Digitized by 'SlC 



Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



CHAPTER XIII 



JldORALE 

The constant presence in Moscow of ofiBcers and privates wear- 
ing decorations might have led to the belief that these awards 
were freely bestowed and easily earned, but such was not the case. 
From the beginning of the war up to June 9, 1942, the title of 
Hero of the Soviet Union was conferred upon only 242 persons. 
The total number of medals given to the armed forces up to that 
date was 117,982, although guerrilla fighters, who had also won 
decorations, were not included in the list. Some of the newly- 
created medals were indicative both of a nationalist trend and a 
resurgent interest in Russia's historical past. On May 20, 1942, for 
example, the Order of the Patriotic War of the first and second 
degrees was introduced, and, by the end of July, three new orders 
were created. They were the Order of Suvorov of the first, second 
and third degrees; and the Order of Kutuzov of the first and sec- 
ond degrees; and the Order of Alexander Nevsky. Nevsky was a 
thirteenth-century prince who defeated the invasion of the Swedes 
and the Teutonic Knights; Suvorov was the greatest general of 
Catherine the Great and fought against Prussians, Poles, Turks, 
and the French. Civilians were also decorated: composers, actors, 
painters, and sculptors were given the title of Distinguished Artist 
of the Soviet Union as a reward for outstanding merit. Workers 
were ambitious to become Stakhanovites, and, added to this incen- 
tive for greater production, there were monthly and armual "social- 
ist competitions" in which factories and collective farms partici- 
pated. The winning unit received a red banner and a money bonus. 

195 
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The distinguishing feature of the medals, as contrasted with 
those of other countries, was the material advantages that accom- 
panied them ranging from an outright gift of rubles to a free 
pass on the railroads. They were highly prized, but it was doubtful 
if a medal for bravery excited the same admiration among the 
population that a similar decoration would have done in England 
or America. The reason for this attitude was that the enormous 
Soviet casualties, the millions of Russian dead, had created a dif- 
ferent sense of values. Were men killed in battle necessarily 
heroes? The immediate response was yes, and yet, if that were 
true, the term "hero" obviously needed a broad definition. What 
was a hero, and did a man have to be killed to prove he deserved 
the title? Governments have attempted to solve this problem by 
granting post-humous awards. The Russian people's sacrifices, and 
the losses and sufferings from which no Soviet citizen had escaped, 
made individual recognition of merit difficult. The soldiers, in the 
final analysis, asked only that their dependents be cared for, and 
that the future of their wives and children be safeguarded in the 
event they were killed. Insurance measures of this nature had been 
undertaken by the Soviets and by other belligerent governments 
to a greater extent than in any previous war. 

I learned by accident of a side of the war about which little was 
said in the newspapers. During a visit to a hospital, I saw a three- 
months-old baby girl whose mother and father, the nurse told me, 
had been killed in an air-raid. I mentioned having seen the baby 
to Oscar Emma while we were working the next day. He showed 
immediate interest and said, 

"I will call my wife right away. You see, we have no children 
of our own, and we have been wanting to adopt one for a long 
time." 

"Well, you don't have to telephone her right now," I said. "The 
baby will be in the hospital for two or three more weeks." 
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"No," he insisted. "I'd better not delay. Lots of people are adopt- 
ing babies." 

"I'll go to the hospital with you this afternoon, and we can see 
her after she wakes up from her nap." 

Oscar's wife was as interested as he was, but she had another 
appointment and could not go with us. We went out to the hos- 
pital on the subway, and Oscar talked excitedly about how anxious 
he and his wife were to adopt a child. 

"We have been thinking about it for the last few years," he 
said, "and, with so many orphans being left by the war, we de- 
cided now was the time to do it." 

Oscar and his wife were Ukrainians, and I asked him if he 
would prefer to take a Ukrainian child. 

"No, Russian or Ukrainian would make no difference to us," 
he said. "We do not care so much about the child's nationality, 
but we want a girl." 

"Why a girl?" I asked. 

"Well, my wife and I arc not as young as we once were, and a 
little girl would be a great pleasure to us; then too, the way the 
world is, I think girls have a better time." 

The nurse in the children's ward remembered me, and I asked 
her if we could see the baby she had shown me the day before. 

"Oh, she is gone," she said. 

Oscar's face fell, and I said, 

"But you told me she would be here for two or three 
weeks." 

"I know; I thought so too," she explained, "but she was adopted. 
She has a very good home now and a new father and mother. Was 
there any special reason why you wanted to see her ?" 

"My friend was interested in adopting her." 

"Oh, I see. Well, if you will come with me to the superintend- 
ent's office, you can fill out the forms, and we will put you on our 
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list. A nurse will come and see you when we have another baby 
who needs a home." 

We went to the superintendent's office; Oscar was obviously 
deeply disappointed. From my description of the baby he had set 
his heart on having her. The superintendent told us that during 
the previous nine months more than 4,000 orphans had been 
adopted in Moscow alone. After we had left the hospital I said, 

"I'm sorry you missed the baby, but I see now why you wanted 
to hurry. I had no idea so many children were being adopted." 

"It is because thousands of men and women have lost their own 
families," he said. "They are lonesome, and they want to do some- 
thing for children without a home. It was the same way during 
the last war." 

The care of orphans, however, was only partially handled by 
adoption; the State had a definite program for the welfare of 
homeless children, and they had rigid standards for those wishing 
to adopt a child. Russia's socialized system was easily adapted to 
the problem, which, like so many others created by the war, 
involved mass dealing with the population. Voznesensky's third 
Five- Year Plan, by which Soviet national life had been guided 
until the German invasion, had not included blueprints for provid- 
ing for thousands of orphans; it was not necessary, the machinery 
was already there. Nikolai Voznesensky, ten years younger than 
Lazar Kaganovich, was considered the latter's logical successor in 
heading Russian industrialization: he had foreseen, for example, 
that the care of children was an integral part of national produc- 
tivity either in farm or factory. Workers knew that the future of 
their sons and daughters was assured, and this policy would 
inevitably be further justified when the children replaced their 
fathers and mothers on the work-bench. Meanwhile, soldiers at 
the front were assured that whatever happened their babies would 
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not starve, and this assurance was of inestimable value in main- 
taining Red Army morale. 

Voznesensky, the youngest member of the State Defense Com- 
mittee, was made chairman of the Soviet Planning Commission 
in 1938. A brilliant theorist, he lacked Kaganovich's administrative 
ability, but each compensated for the other's deficiencies, and they 
were regarded as Stalin's most useful home-front team. Kagano- 
vich was essentiallyi a "trouble shooter." He had been a Stalin 
supporter since the revolution, he was a member of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party, and, consequently, he was 
not afraid to tackle tough jobs. Unlike most Soviet administrators, 
his personal position was so secure that he was not haunted by 
fear that in event of failure he would be arrested or executed. It 
was because of this that he had been given and had accepted the 
job of reorganizing the country's railroads. The Russians said he 
had succeeded so well that he had been promoted Commissar of 
Heavy Industry in 1937, but the Soviet railroads did not appear 
to American eyes as the product of anybody's "success." They 
were in poor condition. Voznesensky and Kaganovich did not 
have to worry about labor problems in considering their industrial 
tasks. The Soviets liked to use the terms connected with democ- 
racy: for example, they called the Supreme Soviet their "parlia- 
ment," and they spoke of their labor organizations as "trade 
unions." But delegates to the Supreme Soviet were picked from 
one ticket, there was no opposition ; and the votes on laws in their 
"parliament" were always unanimous. Their "trade unions" could 
not demand more wages; they could not organize a strike; and 
they could not perform any of the functions commonly associated 
with trade unions. 

Leon Jouhaux and Sir Walter Citrine, secretaries of the French 
and British labor unions, were well aware of this situation, and 
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for years resisted Russian demands to be allowed to join the inter- 
national federation of unions. The Soviet request appeared to be 
merely a communist attempt to gain a voice in international labor 
councils. Sir Walter Citrine, however, seems to have altered his 
attitude since the war; he visited Russia with a British labor dele- 
gation, and the Soviets returned the call by sending Klavdia 
Nikolaeva and Nikolai Shvcrnik to England. They spoke at fac- 
tories all over Britain and were given tremendous ovations by the 
workers. Klavdia Nikolaeva was secretary of the Soviet Council 
of Trade Unions and was the only woman member of the Presi- 
dium of the Supreme Soviet. She was an "old Bolshevik," having 
joined the party in 1909. Nikolai Shvernik, another "old Bolshe- 
vik," joined the party in 1905, and was Chairman of the Soviet 
Council of Trade Unions. He was a key figure in the revolution, 
heading the artillery workers' union, and was given his present 
post in 1930. 

The war was such a terrible reality to the Soviet people that few 
of them ever considered abstractions such as the ultimate aims for 
which they were fighting. Germany had attacked them, they were 
defending themselves: this was the sum total of the meaning of 
the conflict to millions of Russians. They might have added that 
they were fighting to defend their homes, and their wives and 
children; in short, they were repelling a foreign invasion. But not 
many of the peasants and workers in the Red Army would have 
said they were fighting for "a way of life," or for the Four Free- 
doms, or to free the enslaved countries of Europe. The simple 
truth was that Russia would not have endured her tremendous 
casualties for anything less than a clear struggle of life and death. 
The people had only a hazy idea of the Nazi system of govern- 
ment (incidentally, it was never called Nazism but "German 
fascism" by the Soviet press) and they would not have favored an 
attack upon Germany to halt Hitler's annexation of smaller coun- 
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tries unless they understood clearly that these annexations ulti- 
mately menaced Russia. Thus, they were not different in this 
respect from the English and French. A Russian said to me one 
day, 

"Do not forget, when you talk with such altruism, that America 
did not come in the war until Japan attacked her." 

It was the Soviet reply to my remark that Russia did not fight 
until she was invaded. I thought it was an appropriate time to dis- 
cuss certain post-war questions which had been agitating people 
at home, and I asked, 

"Will the Soviet Union keep the Baltic States after the war?" 

"Yes, certainly," he replied. 

"How do you reconcile such action with the Atlantic Charter ?" 

"Because the Baltic States belong to us, and they have voted to 
become part of the Soviet Union." 

"Are you going to seize the Polish Ukraine.?" 

"I do not think either *seize' or 'Polish' belong in your question. 
We are simply going to allow outside Ukraine to join with the 
Soviet Autonomous Ukrainian Republic. All Ukrainians have long 
wanted to be united in one state." 

"The Poles will resent it." 

"Nichevo," he shrugged. 

"And Bessarabia.!*" I asked. 

"Well, you have been in Bessarabia. Were you not in Kishinev 
in 1939 when the Rumanians had it ? You know the people speak 
Russian and have nothing in common with the Rumanians. Of 
course, we are going to take it." 

"I'm afraid there will be arguments at the peace table," I 
said. 

"That may be," he replied. "But do you realize that the world 
has become very small? There will be only two great powers at 
that peace table you mention: Russia and America. England is no 
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longer a great power; her dominions are independent, and she 
would have collapsed early in the war but for American aid." 

"I don't agree with your estimate of Britain," I said. 

He smiled. 

"You Americans talk that way when it suits your convenience. 
England is so dependent on America that she has become a virtual 
European outpost for you. You know that, but you intend to use 
Britain at this peace conference the same way that Lloyd George 
used the dominion representatives at the Versailles negotiations." 

"How was that?" I asked. 

"He brought them in as an extra weight when he wanted to 
gain a point. The other foreign delegates were always impressed, 
and he usually won. Now you want to continue the fiction of 
Britain being a great power so that you can use her voice to help 
gain your demands." 

"Again, I don't agree with you at all about Britain," I argued. 
"But, even if it were true, America has no territorial ambitions. 
Our strength at the peace conference will be devoted to trying to 
arrange a lasting peace: that's our one aim. We expect support on 
that not only from Britain but from you Russians." 

"I admit that, and you will get support," he said. "But you 
asked me a minute ago if the Soviet Union intended to keep the 
Baltic States. Therefore, there must be some question in your 
mind about it. Perhaps you will try to stop us from keeping 
them." 

"No, if it's a question of force, we will do nothing about the 
Baltic States," I said. "But the principle is wrong. We cannot be 
fighting for freedom if we are willing to sacrifice small countries." 

"Ah, you Americans!" he sighed. "When will you learn to be 
realistic?" 

"We*re realistic enough," I said. "We have plenty of people who 
can talk your kind of realism and would be glad to do so. But 
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that would lead to more wars. You want strong frontiers after the 
war and perhaps spheres of influence in other countries, don't 
you.?" 

"I think that would be wise," he answered. 
"And a strong army and navy.?" I continued. 
"Yes. But why do you ask .?" 

"Because it is pertinent to what I am saying. Do you agree that 
sane international planning, general disarmament and the creation 
of a small world police force, would be better than strong frontiers 
and a big army and navy for every country ?" 

"Obviously." 

"But you can't have that under a peace treaty that deprives 
certain small countries of their freedom. A treaty won't work 
unless it's just." 

He made no comment, and I continued, 

"You think we Americans are naive. As a matter of fact, we're 
the most hard-headed kind of realists. You will admit that if we 
so desired, we could probably grab a big slice of world territory 
after this war?" 

He nodded, and I said, 

"But the truth is we don't want any more territory. Our sole 
aim is the creation of a lasting peace. It isn't that we are altruists ; 
it is simply that your Litvinov was right when he said that *peace 
is indivisible.' The world cannot remain at peace while part of it 
is at war. An American author, Ernest Hemingway, wrote a great 
novel about the Spanish war called 'For Whom the Bell Tolls' in 
which he expressed the same idea." 

"I know. I have read it." 

"What? Hemingway's book on the Spanish war?" 

"Yes. A friend had a copy." 

"What do you Russians think of Hemingway ?" 

"Well-" 
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"You mean you may not be ready to serialize his books in 
Pravda, but he's still a hell of a good writer." 
"Something like that." 

"I knew the Russian newspaperman who was down in Spain. 
I met him at one of Litvinov's parties at Spiridonovka. Later, he 
was in Czechoslovakia. Michael Kholtsoff." 

"I know who you mean. Kholtsoff's in jail." 

"Well* that was bound to happen sooner or later. Is the charge 
serious ?" 

"No. He will be released eventually. He might even work his 
way back; he just made a mistake." 
"How was that?" 

"When these Pravda correspondents went abroad they had too 
much power — especially in countries like Spain and Czechoslo- 
vakia where there was a strong Communist Party. KholtsofF began 
to take himself too seriously; he had ideas of his own." 

"And Uncle Joe is the only one who gets paid to have ideas 
around here." 

"You must not say things like that. It is not funny. Comrade 
Stalin is—" 

"I know, I know. Yaroslavsky summed it up the other day in 
the Propagandist when he said 'Comrade Stalin is our Party, our 
people, our banner, and our victory.' At that, he didn't say he was 
*our dear father and our teacher.' " 

"I know those phrases sound strange to you Americans, but it 
is natural to Russian ears." 

"Why? Why this glorification of one man?" 

"For hundreds of years the Czar was the 'little father'; the Bol- 
sheviks took away both the Czar and the orthodox church. It was 
too radical a change. The people had to have some substitute. For 
a time, Lenin was the 'little father'; and, after 4iim, Stalin took 
his place." 
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"I doubt if it's still necessary." 

"That is because you persist in thinking of us as Europeans and 
applying European standards. Russia is Asiatic." 

"I should have learned it by now; you certainly have Oriental 
ideas about human life." 

"Our attitude is not indifference nor is it fatalism. How can I 
explain to you that the death of one hundred thousand men is not 
more important than the death of one man ?" 

"I accept the concept in principle but not in practice." 

"That is because you are a Westerner. And Hitler, danm him, 
is a Westerner. He could not understand it either. We lost a mil- 
lion men in the early months of the war, then we lost another 
million men. Some countries would have capitulated, but we sent 
more millions into battle." 

"I think I see what you mean; the very magnitude of your effort 
must have appalled the Germans. When they started taking losses 
themselves it frightened them; they realized they could never 
suffer your amount of casualties and still keep fighting." 

"Well, it is partly that, and partly our determination that it is 
better to be dead than live in chains. Some other nations, like 
France, said the same thing, but, when it came to a test, they did 
not mean it. They surrendered." 

The conversation had been useful to me in clearing up certain 
questions that were in my mind, and I was sure the Russian's 
answers represented the general Soviet viewpoint. He was not 
conscious that his ideas had been formed by twenty years of read- 
ing Pravda and Izvestia and being subjected to the heaviest kind 
of propaganda, but, because of this fact, his replies were apt to be 
identical with those his neighbors would have given. In New York 
or London, a newspaperman interviewing twenty people on a 
specific question would be liable to receive twenty different an- 
swers, but not in Moscow. The editorial writers quoted freely 
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from the speeches of Stalin and turned to his writings for guid- 
ance when in doubt on-any point. Stalin's speeches were not only 
printed in all the papers and periodicals but also issued separately 
in millions of copies. An Izpestia editor wrote, 

"We know: when the beloved voice of Stalin is heard over the 
radio it is always a guidance of the road. Always after a speech of 
his, things take their right places, and we know: a keen exacting 
intellect holds vigil over the country; a great man leads the coun- 
try. After hearing Stalin's words the worker would begin his day, 
with greater determination; the scientist would sense in a new' 
manner the nature of things in the world he was studying; the 
fighter of the Red Army defending the country would see his task 
in a new light." 

Whatever the merits of concentrating so much power in one 
man, it simplified the task of correspondents and of students of 
Soviet politics. Something of an aura of mystery has been built 
around Stalin, but his speeches and public statements are master- 
pieces of clarity. There is no room for misunderstanding. A Soviet 
newspaperman in Washington trying to predict America's future 
course of action has to consider many factors : sectionalism, party 
politics, isolationism, the attitude of labor and capital, and even 
religion. But an American correspondent in Moscow turns to the 
compiled works of Stalin, and he usually finds the answer. 

When I was transferred from Paris to Moscow in 1937, the con- 
trast of the tangled crossweb of French politics with the singleness 
of the Russian political scene amazed me. Then I began to see a 
relation between the two systems: when democracy reaches the 
low ebb to which the Third Republic had fallen, dictatorship on 
the Stalin model is the inevitable next step. France and Russia 
were not so far apart; the body politic of France was as sick as 
that of Czarist Russia, and the cure was likely to be equally 
violent. The Soviets, and also the Germans, saw the situation 
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clearly; both helped speed the French collapse. I said to a Russian 
newspaperman, 

"Do you think it is wise to allow the Communist Party to cause 
so much trouble in France ? She is the only power left in Western 
Europe to check Germany." 

"Republican France is finished," he said. "She died in 1934 with 
the Stavisky scandal. It is now only a question of who gains con- 
trol, the Fascists or the Communists." 

"Germany will get the only benefit," I said. 

"Probably," he shrugged, "but we have to continue the fight. 
If we order Maurice Thorez to silence the Communist Party, the 
Fascists will take control." 

"You think then there is no hope for democracy ?" another news- 
paperman asked him. 

"No, not in Europe." 

"They call you Communists radicals," the correspondent said. 
"But I think you're really reactionaries. Neither you nor the 
Fascists esteem personal liberty. I wouldn't be surprised if, after 
the next war, the peace is signed at a sort of Congress of Vienna 
with Russia playing the same reactionary role as she did in 18 15. 
That treaty killed liberalism in Europe for about forty years." 

"Who knows?" he smiled. 

The newspaperman's allusion in 1937 to the Congress of Vienna 
seemed much more apropos in 1943; he repeated it again when I 
saw him. Defeated Germany will undoubtedly find a Talleyrand 
to send to the conference, he said, just as France did in 1815, and 
Soviet Russia will want none of the revolutionary spirit that may 
flame in sections of Europe. The Four Freedoms of the Atlantic 
Charter were considered revolutionary two hundred years ago, and 
they are still the most revolutionary concepts in the world. Despo- 
tisms, such as Communism and Fascism, he added, are not new 
ideas, despite the radical economic changes that have accompanied 
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them. Organized Communist activities in other countries as dis- 
tinguished from genuine revolutionary liberalism, will always be 
supported by the Soviets because of the Party's value as a political 
weapon. 

I did not agree with the comparison ; historical analogies, how- 
ever glib, are rarely sound, but it started an interesting train of 
thought. The United States, I reasoned, would have a greater in- 
fluence than Russia in shaping post-war trends in the world at 
large. The Soviet Union would be too exhausted and too busy 
trying to rebuild their own ruined economy to take a very active 
part. Neither reaction nor revolution would stem from Russia but 
from conditions in the individual countries; post-war governments 
would need American support, and their need would give us a 
preponderant voice in establishing genuine democracies. Our re- 
sponsibility was not to encourage or support oppressive adminis- 
trations. I said to my friend, 

"I don't think tJie Congress of Vienna situation will be repeated. 
The Russians will cooperate with us in creating order in Europe, 
but it won't be a system forced upon the people against their 
will." 

"I hope you're right, but we'll see," he said. 

Allied doubts about Russia's post-war intentions were recipro- 
cated by the Soviets; the suspicions raised by lack of a second front 
in 1942 could never be wholly erased. The Russians believed we 
waited until Germany was weakened before coming in for the 
final kill. Acrimonious discussions between British and American 
airlines concerning future control of airplane routes were noted 
without comment by the Russians, They felt that they were being 
used to fight the battles, and they were wary of high-sounding 
post-war plans that would leave them with only a ruined country 
and ten million dead while the other nations re-made the world 
map. 
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Certain American newspapers attacked any public figure who 
criticized the Soviet Union; they argued that the Allied nations 
must work together and such criticism was harmful. It was true 
that inter-Allied bickering could please no one but Goebbels; on 
the other hand, Britain and America had made great efforts to be 
friendly with the Russians, and few of their overtures had met 
with success. The Allied military attaches in Moscow were rarely 
allowed to go to the front, and there was little exchange of infor- 
mation. A Russian friend surprised me by remarking, 

"There arc too many misconceptions on both sides. You Ameri- 
cans, for example, think we should help you in your war against 
Japan; we do not feel any obligation to do so at all. We believe 
you should have invaded Europe last summer, but you probably 
do not think so." 

"I agree with you regarding the misconceptions," I said. "There 
are obviously a great many of them. We were not in a position to 
invade Europe last summer. It would help our relations with each 
other if your government told the people the facts concerning 
why we did not invade." 

"We have too many problems of our own to publish your diflB- 
culties as well. It would not interest any one." 

"I think it might interest a great many people," I said. "As the 
situation stands now, the Russians believe we broke our promise to 
them. That is not true, and the impression should be corrected." 

"What does it matter ?" he asked. 

"It will make a great deal of difference in our attitude toward 
each other after the war. Why should an impression like that be 
left unless there is a desire to create ill-will and suspicion ?" 

"You said you were not in a position to invade Europe last 
summer. Does that mean it was absolutely impossible.?" 

"Practically," I said. 

"But there was a small chance of succeeding, about as much 
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chance as the Red Army at Stalingrad had of holding out, was 
there not?" he asked. 

"The situation was not the same. If we had tried an invasion 
and failed, it would have been bad for our cause, and it would 
have ultimately been bad for Russia. By waiting, we were able 
to ship more supplies to the Soviet Union and to improve our 
own position so that the eventual invasion will be bound to suc- 
ceed. We could not risk a failure." 

"There is one of the misconceptions we have about each other," 
he said. "We believe you could have risked a failure. Any attempt 
would be better than none. That is why we cannot accept your 
explanation. I will always believe there should have been an 
invasion." 

"And many Americans will always believe you should help us 
in our war against Japan," I said. 

"What has your war against Japan got to do with us.''" he 
asked. 

"We are allies, and we are helping you fight Germany. Japan 
and Germany are allies." 

"Japan and Germany may be allies, but Japan has not helped 
Hitler very much. She has not attacked us. We believe we are 
allied with you in fighting Germany, and up to now we have 
carried the largest burden. We have nothing to do with the war 
in the Pacific." 

"It isn't as simple as that," I said. "This is a global war, and it 
is all part of the same struggle." 

"You may be right, but, by defeating the Germans, we arc doing 
our share and as much as can be expected of us." 

He had clearly expressed the Soviet attitude, and it was one 
which the United Nations would have to accept. Nothing but a 
Japanese attack would ever change it. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

AUTUMN 1942 

"I'm sorry. You'll have to go back to America for medical 
treatment." 

These words by Captain John Waldron, the American Supply 
Mission physician, meant it would be impossible to remain in 
Russia for the duration of the war as I had planned. The Soviet 
doctors had told me the same thing, and there was no alternative. 
Both Waldron and the Kremlin Hospital physicians had warned 
me after my long illness following the cerebral hemorrhage that 
I would not be able to stand the winter in Moscow. Despite their 
advice, I wanted to make the attempt, but, when the cold weather 
came, I began to feel so ill that there were days when I could not 
work. I again consulted the doctors, and they confirmed their 
original conclusion that I would have to go home. 

I cabled the editor of INS, Barry Paris, asking to be recalled, 
explaining to him that my health was so poor I would not be able 
to continue in Moscow. It was the first time in seven years of 
foreign assignments that I had not stayed on a job until it was 
finished. Paris immediately answered my cable saying he was 
making airplane reservations for me to come home by way of 
Iran, Cairo, and South America. Jack Oestreicher, INS Poreign 
Editor, wired that Bill Chaplin was coming up from India to take 
my place. Paris and Oestreicher had given me every consideration 
from the first day of my stay in the hospital. 

Waldron advised me to go to the Mayo Clinic for a check-up. 

"These cerebral hemorrhages are dangerous, and you couldn't 
stand many of them," he said. "The Mayo Clinic will go over you 

211 



Digitized by 



Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



212 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



from top to bottom, and they will be able to fix you up if anybody 
can. 

Oscar did not appear surprised when I told him I was going 
home. 

"I knew you would have to. You have been looking bad lately," 
he said. "I do not like to see you go, but it is the best thing for 
you. It is going to be pretty tough here." 

"I know it's going to be tough," I said, "and that's one reason 
I hate to go. I feel as if I were deserting." 

"Well, look at it this way. Suppose you got sick again and had 
to spend another month in the hospital. You would just be using 
the bed that would be needed by some Red Army soldier, and 
getting care and attention from doctors and nurses who are busy 
as hell already. Russia is no place for a sick man." 

"I suppose you're right. I wish you could go to America with 
me. You look as if you could stand some medical attention your- 
self." 

Oscar had been working hard, dividing his time between assist- 
ing Walter Kerr and me. He said, 

"After you go, I am only going to work for Walter Kerr. It is 
too much trying to help two correspondents." 

Anna, my messenger, came into the room, and I said, 

"I'm going home in a few weeks, Anna. I may be able to get 
you another job with a correspondent if you wish. I didn't expect 
to be leaving so soon, but the doctors say I can't stay in Moscow." 

"I am sorry you are going, Mr. Brown," she said. "But it will not 
be necessary to get me a job. I have found one myself; you may 
remember I told you I hoped to be able to get work in the theatre. 
It has been an interesting time for me, working for you. I had no 
idea that newspaper work was like this." 

"It isn't like this anywhere except Moscow," I said. "There are 
a lot of things in Russia that are different from other countries." 
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The newspapermen were not surprised at my decision to return 
to America. Some openly envied me. 

"I wish I could go home," said one. "I'd be willing to have two 
cerebral hemorrhages. But you're wise to leave ; you've been look- 
ing like hell lately." 

Leland Stowe, Walter Graebner, and Larry LeSueur were also 
returning to America, and Henry Cassidy said he expected to be 
given leave-of-absence soon. I talked with Stowe of making the 
trip with him, if our plane reservations were at the same dates. 
Leland had to be home at a definite date because he was scheduled 
to make a lecture tour; I had never heard him on the platform, 
but I thought he must be effective because, besides being a good 
speaker and an ace newspaperman, he was one of the few mem- 
bers of the profession who really looked like a foreign correspond- 
ent. His prematurely white hair, his wiry build, and earnest 
manner, were natural assets; Stowe had a good sense of humor and 
was popular with the other correspondents. I never heard him 
make a joke at anybody else's expense, and he was always ready 
to do a favor. In this respect, he was like his close friend, Ralph 
Barnes, who was one of the kindliest newspapermen I have ever 
met. Leland was with Barnes the night before Ralph flew on his 
fatal bombing mission. 

I went to the Press Department and notified Polganov that I 
was leaving. He promised to make reservations for me on Soviet 
planes to Kuybyshev and Teheran. 

"We are moving our offices from the Metropole to the Foreign 
OflSce," he said, "and it would be difBcult for you to walk back 
and forth two or three times a day." 

One of the newspapermen suggested that Polganov was prob- 
ably glad to be rid of me. 

"I wouldn't doubt it," I said. "But, as a matter of fact, I cause 
him less trouble than most of you boys. I've given up trying to 
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argue stories through. If he blue-pencils anything in my cables I 
let it go unless he cuts too much. Then I don't send the cable at 
all." 

"Polganov would be happy to get rid of us all," said another 
correspondent. "This job of handling the foreign press is a thank- 
less proposition. He gets hell from us, and he gets hell from the 
government." 

"He does all right," was another's opinion, "he'll probably end 
up as an ambassador. And then if he ever meets any of us he'll 
pretend he doesn't know us." 

"I don't think so," I said. "Soviet diplomats are usually pretty 
cordial when they meet you abroad. They're not so chummy here 
in Moscow." 

"The location of the Foreign Ofl&ce has a dampening effect on 
them," remarked a correspondent. "Every time they look out the 
window they see Lubianka prison, and it makes them shud- 
der." 

The Foreign Office was diagonally across an open square from 
Lubianka; the prison had been the headquarters of a British 
insurance company before the revolution. 

"I used to live near Lubianka," I said. "I had an apartment on 
Ulitza Markhlevskaya in 1938. Most of the other tenants in the 
building were policemen. I never had to worry about burglars." 

"You were probably put there so they could keep an eye on 
you," said somebody. 

"No, those were the good old days of the purge," I replied. "The 
policemen were so tired from arresting people that they had no 
time to bother with me when they came home." 

"What do you think will happen here after the war?" asked a 
correspondent. "Do you think there will be more purges?" 

"No," I said, "I think on the contrary that they will relax disci- 
pline and try to make it as easy as they can for the people. After 
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all, the Russians have suffered plenty already; another purge 
would be too much." 
"Then you don't think there will be a need for a clean-up ?'* 
"The purges were political affairs directed at the followers of 
Stalin's only two rivals, Trotsky and Bukharin. Now that they are 
both dead, I don't see the necessity for any further mass liqui- 
dation." 

"Do you believe the people who were executed were guilty?" 

"Not all of them, certainly, but some were guilty as hell. 
Trotsky was the leader of left-wing Communism, or international- 
ism; and Bukharin headed right-wing Communism. He was a 
moderate and wanted to make changes slowly. Both men had 
their followers, and they probably would have done anything to 
overthrow Stalin. It was Russia's fifth-column ; the Soviets proved 
that they intrigued with the Japanese and the Germans." 

"What do you think of the possibility of an army revolt .?" asked 
some one. 

"I doubt very much that it will happen," I said. "All the poten- 
tially disloyal officers were weeded out at the time of Tukhachcv- 
sky's execution. Of course, we don't know very much about the 
attitude of the army. There may be surprises. But the army leaders 
arc so carefully selected that there is no one to head a revolt." 

"There is no fifth-column today in Russia," remarked a corre- 
spondent. 

"Stalin is more popular right now with the masses of people 
than he has ever been during the two decades that he has been in 
power," added another. 

"But there are millions who have had relatives and friends 
arrested or executed," objected some one. "It can*t be possible that 
they're loyal to Stalin; then too the country must be disturbed by 
these unbelievable war casualties. How can some of those people 
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"It's a contradiction, but it's a fact that they do admire him," 
said a correspondent who had been in the Soviet Union for several 
years. "I long ago ceased trying to understand it, but I have talked 
with people who have had close friends executed, and they are 
tremendously loyal to Stalin. They bear him no resentment, 
although some of them have told me they believe their friends 
were innocent." 

"I don't believe it," commented a newspaperman. "Human 
nature just isn't that way. They may have said those things to you 
because you were a foreigner, and they were afraid you would 
report them. But people don't forget their friends and relatives 
so easily." 

"Well, whether through fear or love, Stalin has control of Rus- 
sia, and he is going to remain head of the government." 

Covering Russia was one of the few newspaper assignments 
where correspondents never became bored with their work. We 
often resented the tedium of life in Moscow and the restrictions 
on where we were allowed to travel, but the subject of the Soviet 
Union was one of constant fascination. Every newspaperman was 
subject to periodic fits of frustration at his inability to do real 
reporting: none of us had any illusions that our war coverage was 
anywhere near adequate. Yet the little we were able to learn 
stimulated our curiosity; we were stationed at the center of tre- 
mendous happenings, and we could only gather inklings of what 
was going on. One of the many paradoxes about Russia was that, 
although the rest of the world was hungry for news from the 
Soviet Union, there were only twenty foreign correspondents 
allowed in Moscow. Contrasted with the hundreds of newspaper- 
men in London, and the scores who used to cover Paris, the Soviet 
capital had a thin representation. The fact was, of course, that the 
Russians preferred to disseminate their own news; there was less 
chance of "misunderstanding." Correspondents are more addicted 
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to "talking shop" than any other profession, but Moscow news- 
papermen suffered from this failing to an even greater degree than 
those in other countries. To some extent, it was the result of the 
aggravating difficulty of obtaining facts; we often pooled our 
information in an endeavor to arrive at the truth. 

Oscar suggested we attend the opera before I left Moscow so I 
ordered tickets for Tchaikovsky's "Eugene Onegin," which was 
being given at the Maly Theatre. It was an excellent performance, 
and, as always when I went to the theatre, I was impressed anew 
with the intense interest and enjoyment of the audience. The cul- 
tural level of the Muscovites was especially evident in forms of 
artistic expression which were free from the deadening hand of 
the Party Censor. Newspapers, Soviet literature, and the majority 
of new plays were so blatantly third-rate that the people turned 
wearily to the classics for relief. Opera and the ballet were alive, 
and they had an appreciative audience. There were forty theatres 
in Moscow before the war, and ten of them were still open; tick- 
ets were not expensive. Shakespeare was popular, and an Ameri- 
can operetta. Rose Marie, always played to full houses. I attended 
a presentation of Rose Marie in Murmansk given by a travelling 
company for the entertainment of British and American merchant 
sailors. The men enjoyed the novelty of hearing the familiar 
tunes sung in Russian. One of the best features of the Soviet thea- 
tre was the thorough training given to children who wished to 
become actors or ballet-dancers; they entered theatrical schools 
at an early age and were required to have many years experience 
in minor parts before they were allowed to attempt a major role. 
The Russian balletomanes demanded perfection and were quick 
to notice faults, however slight. 

After the theatre, Oscar and I went to the Moskva Hotel recre- 
ation room and played billiards for two hours. Most of the tables 
were taken by Red Army ofl&cers, playing in silence, with the same 
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intense concentration that they devoted to chess. The Russians 
liked games, and they took them seriously. There were no profes- 
sional athletes in the U.S.S.R., and their skill in sports, except for 
soccer, was not on a level with that of other countries. Their soccer 
teams seemed as good as amateur clubs in Britain and France. 
The Dynamo sports federation in Moscow had a large outdoor 
and indoor stadium, swimming pools, and numerous tennis courts. 
The Soviet government wisely concentrated on developing sport 
for the masses rather than building up individual athletes; golf 
was unknown in Russia, but fishing and hunting were extremely 
popular. 

When we had finished our game, we decided to walk around 
the Kremlin before returning to the Metropole. It was a moon- 
light night, and we noticed several couples sitting on the benches 
near the river; soldiers and girls strolled along the embankment. 
It was a familiar peace-time scene, and only the absence of the 
illuminated stars on the Kremlin towers made it different from 
other years. There was a poker game in session at the hotel, and 
I sat in for an hour until I felt sleepy and went to bed. I am a poor 
card player, not having a mathematical turn of mind, but I enjoy 
card games and have always envied good bridge players. The Rus- 
sians, probably to prevent gambling, have prohibited the sale of 
cards in the Soviet Union. 

The next day I went to the American embassy to have my pass- 
port renewed. I also called at the Persian ministry to obtain an 
entry visa to that country, but the ministry was closed; the door- 
man said the only Persian consulate was in Kuybyshev. I intended 
to stop over night in Kuybyshev on my way to Teheran, so I was 
not inconvenienced. While walking back to the hotel, I passed the 
offices of the Great Northern Sea Route and went in to look at the 
exhibits. They had collected the most complete data on polar 
flying of any airline in the world, and they kept their records up 
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to date. Their staff had been greatly decreased by the war, but 
they managed to maintain most of their former activities. I had 
been a daily caller at the Great Northern Sea Route offices in 1937 
during the North Pole flights; it was greatly changed, and women 
were now in charge. The officers I had known were gone: Bearded 
Otto Schmidt was conducting scientific research in another insti- 
tute, and plump, smiling Ivan Papanin was in charge of the vital 
ports of Murmansk and Archangel. Gromov and the other famous 
pilots were flying with the Red Air Force. A woman wearing a 
blue uniform with the medal of Order of the Red Banner was 
sitting at the information desk, and I asked her, 
"Has the institution made any new polar discoveries since the 



"No, but we have continued our work on meteorological and 
weather conditions. There are not enough men available for ex- 
ploration." 

"Do you think that there will be regular trans-polar flying from 
Russia to the United States in a few years?" 

"Yes. Without doubt. It will not be difficult. But our main task 
is to develop the arctic. So far we have just scratched the surface." 

By developing the wealth of the arctic, Russia would undoubt- 
edly become one of the richest countries in the world. Already it 
was known that the U.S.S.R. possessed twenty-one per cent of the 
world's coal reserves, fifty-five per cent of the world's oil fields, 
twenty per cent of the world's iron ore beds, and thirty-three per 
cent of the world's forest reserves. The eventual aim of the Great 
Northern Sea Route was to chart the arctic and catalogue the 
fabulous mineral deposits which were known to exist beneath the 
ice and snow. While mining in such a freezing climate would once 
have seemed impossible, it was now clear that arctic obstacles 
could be overcome and that the minerals could be mined and 
transported. The Soviet development of the Siberian cities of 
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Komsomolsk, Krasnoyarsk, and Novosibirsk was an example of 
the pioneering skill with which they were industrializing their 
country. The arctic remained as their last frontier, and the war 
had only delayed its development. The Great Northern Sea 
Route had attracted young Russians who combined love of adven- 
ture with scientific skill and ingenuity, and in peace-time its offi- 
cers had always been a source of good material for newspapermen. 
There were usually stories of new discoveries or plans for more 
expeditions. 

"Are you a pilot?" I asked the young woman. 

"Yes. I used to be stationed at Murmansk as a relief pilot, but, 
since the war, I have been ferrying army planes. I am working 
here for a few months so that I can study." 

"What are you studying?" 

"Meteorology," she answered, "but I have not made much prog- 
ress. I have had no time." 

The seriousness with which education was regarded by Russian 
young people was constantly in evidence. Most of their studies 
were connected with their profession and were sponsored by the 
Commissariat for which they worked. Advanced studies in liberal 
arts were usually followed only by persons intending to become 
teachers. 

"I would like to go to America and visit some of your univer- 
sities," she said. "Perhaps I shall, after the war." 

I doubted if the Soviets would let her travel to the United 
States; there had been a few students at Columbia University, 
but, in general, the Soviets did not favor the idea of exchange 
students. They did not want their people to have an opportunity 
to make comparisons with conditions in the outside world. The 
percentage of Russians whom the Soviets permitted to go outside 
the country was less than one per cent of the population. Even 
Americans who married Russian girls had great difficulty in 
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obtaining permission for them to leave the country, and, in some 
cases, the men had been forced to depart without their wives. I 
knew of one American who was working in a Russian factory 
fourteen hours a day at poor wages because he was unwilling to 
return to the United States without his wife. The government 
would not give her permission to go with him, and factory work 
was the only way in which he could earn his living. 

There is some doubt whether the practice of exchanging stu- 
dents is any more productive of international good-will than 
sport contests like the Olympic Games. The example of Rhodes 
scholars is a case in point: the Americans who are selected are 
the best students from each state, and they arc sometimes a litde 
older than the other Oxford students. Not unnaturally, they 
usually excel in studies and sports, and this does not always please 
the English students. The Russian universities, lacking the tra- 
ditionalism and conventionalism of older British and American 
universities, might have been expected to make great experimen- 
tal strides, but Communist formalism handicapped them. The 
universities of medicine escaped the doctrinal burden of the lib- 
eral arts colleges, and their work had won world recognition. 
Burdenko in surgery, and Filatov in ophthalmology, as well as 
Orbeli and Stern in physiology, had contributed to establishing 
Russia's position in the forefront of socialized medicine. The war 
had not halted the research of the Academy of Science, rather it 
had doubled the academy's responsibilities as its members were 
now called upon to aid the war effort. Peter L. Kapitza, Nobel 
laureate physicist, was its most distinguished scientist. 

I left the office of the Great Northern Sea Route, impressed with 
what I had seen, and returned to the Metropole. Jack Margolies, 
the desk clerk, was in the lobby. He gave a hacking cough as I 
passed and I asked him how he felt. 

"Not so good," he said. "I've got a cold, and my heart has 



Digitized by 




Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



222 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



been kicking back on me again. I dread die winter mondis 
ahead." 

"How is your wife? Are you going to be able to bring her to 
Moscow ?" 

"I have done all I could, but it is difficult to get permission. 
They don't want to let people come to Moscow unless they have 
a good reason." 

The manager of the hotel asked me if I would come into his 
office for a few minutes, and, when I entered, he said, 

"The police have arrested the man who tried to steal your suit. 
They want to see you." 

I was surprised. "All right. Which station shall I go to ?" 

He gave me the address, and I telephoned Oscar and asked him 
to go with me. I was the only witness to the attempted robbery 
and would have to identify the man and make the charge. 

"Now don't get soft-hearted," warned Oscar. "This fellow tried 
to steal your suit, and you have got to testify against him." 

We entered the police station, and I gave my name to the officer 
at the desk. 

"Oh yes," he said, "the captain is expecting you." 
He got up and went into another room, returning almost 
immediately and said, 
"Please follow me." 

He ushered me into a plain room containing four chairs, a 
desk and a table. A policeman in uniform who was obviously 
the captain rose and shook hands with me. He was completely 
bald, and even the little fringe around the crown of his head had 
been shaved, leaving only a bluish trace. He offered me a papyrus, 
the long Russian cigarette with a paper holder. I took one, and 
he said, 

"We have arrested the man who tried to steal your suit. He has 
confessed, and it is now a matter of identifying him." 
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He nibbed his hands together and looked at me with expres- 
sionless black eyes. 
"He is being brought in," he added. 

There was a moment's silence, and then there was a knock at 
the door. 

"Come in," called the captain, putting his cigarette in the ash 
tray. Two policemen entered escorting a man who was white 
with terror. He trembled so that he could hardly stand up. But 
it was not the man who had tried to steal my suit. The captain 
looked at me expectantly, and I said, 

"I have never seen this man before." 

The captain frowned. 

"Are you sure ? Remember you had been very ill, and you were 
only recovering. Is there any resemblance?" 

"No. I am sure," I said, "and there is no resemblance. I gave 
the description to the hotel manager. You must have it. I said the 
man was tall and had black hair. This man is dark, it is true, 
but he is much shorter, and has a heavier build." 

The captain looked at a pile of papers on his desk. 

"Yes, we have your description of the robber, but of course, 
you were excited at the time and might not have remembered 
exactly what he looked like." 

He drummed on his desk with his pencil. 

"There is something very strange here. The man has con- 
fessed to robbing a room at the Metropole Hotel, and when we 
searched his house we found, among other things, an English 
coat. Do you know any correspondent who has lost an English 
coat?" 

"I haven't heard of any one, but I suggest you call the manager 
of the Metropole and ask him if such a loss has been reported to 
him." 

"I will do it immediately," said the captain and picked up the 
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telephone. We had been talking in English, which the captain 
spoke very well, and the prisoner looked at me hopefully. He 
evidently was relieved that I had not accused him, but he was 
still worried concerning what was going to happen. 

The captain finished his conversation and turned to me. He 
had a satisfied air. 

"The manager reports that an English coat was stolen from a 
newspaperman three weeks ago. The correspondent will come to 
the station and identify the coat tomorrow morning." 

"Do you mind telling me who it is?" I asked. 

"Not at all," he said, glancing at the slip of paper on which he 
had written it down. "This is his name." 

He handed me the paper. It had a newspaperman's name on it 
and I said, 

"I know him. May I see the coat ? I think his initials will be in 
the lining." 

"Of course. I will have it brought in," said the captain. "Take 
him back to his cell," he ordered the policeman escorting the 
prisoner. The man gave me a dejected glance and marched off 
with his captors. I never saw him again. 

An orderly entered carrying an overcoat, and I recognized it 
immediately as one which my friend usually wore. I examined the 
inside lining and found his initials which I showed to the captain. 

"I have seen him wearing the coat, but these initials settle it. 
He will identify it tomorrow." 

The captain leaned back in his chair. 

"Well, that is good," he said. "We have at least arrested a cul- 
prit, but I am sorry to have caused you the inconvenience of com- 
ing down here for no reason." 

"It was no bother at all. I think you are to be congratulated on 
your good work. I won't be able to help you identify the other 
thief if you catch him, because I am going home." 

The captain looked up. 
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"Home?" he said. "Where is your home? Are you English or 
American ?" 

"American. My home is in New York City." 

He lighted another cigarette, extending the box to me, but I 
refused. 

"And what do you think of our country?" he asked. 
"I like it. I like Russia better than any other country in Europe. 
But I don't like your political system." 
He laughed. 

"Well, you are honest. Why don't you like our political system, 
as you call it?" 

"I've been used to freedom in the country where I come from. 
The absence of personal freedom is what I dislike in your country, 
rather than your economic system." 

"Is there anything else your dislike?'* 

"I don't sympathize with the way in which you are governed. 
But again it comes down to that word 'freedom.* You have sub- 
scribed to the Four Freedoms of the Atlantic Charter, but the 
only one which you have in Russia is freedom from want. You 
don't have freedom of speech, of religion, or freedom from fear." 

He had been listening intently, and he took out a handkerchief 
and wiped his forehead. 

"I understand you. I have had three sons killed in this war, and 
they all wanted to fight, and die if necessary. My father was a 
street cleaner in Moscow; now I am a captain of police. My sons 
could read and write; they had good educations. Lenin and Stalin 
have given us much to fight for. We are fighting to defend our 
homeland and our privileges." 

An orderly came in with a message for the captain. 

"I must go now," said the captain, walking to the door with 
me. "Thank you again for coming, and good night and good 



luck. 
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CHAPTER XV 

THE TIDE TU%HS 

Marshal Shaposhnikoff launched the Red Army counterattack 
early in November, 1942. It was primarily intended to relieve 
Stalingrad, but it resulted in an unbroken series of Russian vic- 
tories as the Soviets swept across the Don steppes beyond Rostov 
and Kharkov. The winter of 1942-43 will long be remembered in 
the U.S.S.R. for glorious successes on the battlefield and untold 
suffering at home. Fortunately for the civilian population, the 
weather was milder than other years and only on three or four 
occasions was the temperature lower than twenty-five or thirty 
degrees below zero. But food, clothing, and heat were scarcer than 
they had been at any time since the revolution. The Moscow gas 
supply was low, and people kept warm mainly by burning the 
wood which women and girls had cut during the previous sum- 
mer. The central lighting plant cut off the electricity in various 
areas of the city for several hours a day in order to conserve coal 
and power for factories and other vital war purposes. 

Stalin meanwhile altered his long-standing policy of requesting 
only war material under the Lease-Lend agreement, and several 
shiploads of American food arrived for the army early in 1943. 

Shaposhnikoff's plans, although hampered by many complica- 
tions, were finally implemented by young Gen. Konstantin 
Rokossovsky with clock-work precision. Faulty railroad commu- 
nications had delayed the offensive for many weeks as the relief 
army waited at Saratov for supplies from the interior. 

The Soviets were undecided in October whether to attempt to 
relieve Lieutenant-Gcneral Chuikov's hard-pressed Stalingrad gar- 
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rison, but Shaposhnikoif wanted to wait for more equipment. 
There were two reasons for his decision: the arrival of each train- 
load of war material increased his chances of success, and his army 
was growing so formidable that there was bound to be an element 
of surprise in the strength of the Russian attack. Two prongs of 
Rokossovsky's army drove southwest, hitting the northern circle of 
the Don while a weaker Soviet force pressed northwest towards 
Tsimlyansk on the southern arc. The initial engagements north- 
east of Kleitskaya quickly convinced the Germans of the over- 
whelming Red Army strength, and they began to retreat, leaving 
Marshal von Paulus with 300,000 men to continue the siege of 
Stalingrad. It was clear that von Paulus would be cut off, but it 
was reasoned that his army could prevent the Soviets using either 
the Stalingrad railway or the Volga River, both transport arteries 
urgently needed by the Russians, and his troops could engage large 
Soviet forces while the main German armies were carrying out 
their retreat. 

Hitler rewarded von Paulus for maintaining his suicidal posi- 
tion by promoting him from general to field-marshal, but the 
Rumanian and Hungarian generals with him were simply ordered 
to continue the siege. They were not given medals. The Italians 
apparently were still treated with more consideration by the Ger- 
mans than were their Balkan allies because the Italian Eighth 
Army was allowed to retreat from the hopeless Stalingrad position. 
It did not save them, however, for in the second half of December, 
during the Russian Middle Don offensive, the Italians suffered a 
crushing defeat at Meshkov. The Thirty-Fifth Army Corps 
and the Second Army Corps were routed, and, within a few days, 
many thousands were captured, 22,000 killed and 12,000 wounded. 
An article in Red Star, the army newspaper, estimated in March 
the total Italian losses on the Soviet front at 175,000, of whom 
60,000 were killed, 69,000 wounded and 46,000 taken prisoner. At 
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the beginning of the war, the Italians had sent three veteran divi- 
sions of the Greek campaign, and their losses were believed to 
have been about 50,000 men up to the winter of 1941. In August, 
1942, six new divisions joined the Eighth Army, and in October 
and November, each division received reinforcements of 4,000 to 
5,000 men. Early in December Italian losses were estimated at 
80,000 of which 35,000 were prisoners. 

At the beginning of January, 1943, the Italian Eighth Army 
consisted of one Alpine corps of three divisions and one reserve 
infantry division. Between January fourteenth and twenty-third, 
these troops were surrounded and defeated. Among the captured 
were Umberto Regenia, Gen. Emilio Battisti, and Gen. Ettel- 
voldi Pascalini. The Spanish Blue Division under Gen. Augustin 
Munoz Grande fared better than any of Hitler's other satel- 
lite troops. Incorporated into the German army as the 250th 
Wehrmacht Division, they fought in the north on the Lake 
Ilmen sector where they lost about 7,000 men. Gen. Munoz 
Grande was called home by Franco early in •1943 to become head 
of Spain's military cabinet. The Russians did not have any special 
hatred of the non-German enemy troops, but instead made great 
propaganda efforts through leaflets and other means to wean 
them away from the Nazis. 

While Lieutenant-General Chuikov was hammering von 
Paulus' isolated army on the steppes in front of Stalingrad, Rokos- 
sovsky's fresh troops were driving across the snow-swept Middle 
Don towards Rostov. The retreating German divisions fought a 
rear-guard action to enable their troops in the Caucasus to effect 
a junction with them at Rostov. Most of the Nazi divisions be- 
tween Salk and Kropotkin were able to reach Rostov before their 
escape was cut off, but the Germans at Maikop and Georgievsk 
fled to Novorossisk and from there marched north and were fer- 
ried across to the Kerch Peninsula. The Russians had lost Rostov 
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once, recaptured it and lost it once more, and they entered the 
ruins of that once-beautiful city vowing never to surrender again. 
Von Paulus' troops, starving and frozen, capitulated to the Red 
Army, freeing the Soviets from menace on their rear and their 
southern flank as they pressed forward from Rossosh and Miller- 
ovo towards Kharkov. Meanwhile, at Stalingrad, Russian engi- 
neers were picking their way through mines and corpses that 
littered the ruined city. The tractor plant, one of the biggest in 
the world, had-been completely destroyed ; 14,000 houses had been 
razed by shells or by fire. Only the foundations were left on 
which to rebuild the city. 

The Kremlin announced that Marshal von Paulus would be 
tried for his crimes against the Ukrainian civilian population. 
This development was disturbing to the British; the Russians 
seemed to have the intention of giving von Paulus a trial and 
executing him. They had already asked the British to try Rudolph 
Hess, but England feared German retaliation towards Allied 
prisoners if this were done. Nazi treatment of captured Red Army 
soldiers was already so brutal that nothing worse could be imag- 
ined. The Germans at Stalingrad herded thousands of Russians 
into fenced enclosures on open steppes and left them without 
shelter; hundreds died of cold and starvation. The Soviet an- 
nouncement, however, underlined a fundamental difference be- 
tween Russian and Anglo-American policy: the Red Army would 
execute Hitler, Goering, Goebbels and the other Nazi leaders if 
given the opportunity. Britain and America, on the other hand, 
would probably be content with exiling or imprisoning the Ger- 
mans most responsible for Nazi crimes. A Russian invasion of 
Germany was dreaded in some Allied quarters because of the 
tremendous spread of Communism that would result. Against 
this danger was the salutary fact that even a temporary Soviet 
occupation of Germany might result in keeping the peace of 
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Europe for fifty years. Germany would be long in recovering 
from even a few weeks of the Red Army's presence. Witnesses of 
the Russian entrance into the once-prosperous Baltic States told me 
that three days after the Soviet arrival the little countries looked 
as though a swarm of locusts had gone through them. There was 
no looting or stealing, but the Russians bought every conceivable 
object in sight with their roubles, which the merchants had to 
accept. There was also wholesale liquidation of "enemies of the 
people" ; this treatment might solve the German problem, and, in 
the long run, might be more effective than schemes for moral 
rehabilitation. 

Joy in the Stalingrad victory was soon increased by the national 
elation which followed the Red Army relief of Leningrad. The 
former Czarist capital city had been under terrible siege for over 
a year; the story of the people's privation has not yet been ade- 
quately written and may not be until after the war. Yet the saga 
of Leningrad has already been expressed in music, Shostakovitch's 
unforgettable symphony, composed by the near-sighted artist 
between air raids while he was serving as an auxiliary fireman. 
Torn with self-doubts concerning his ability before the war, 
Shostakovitch drew inspiration from the sublime courage and self- 
sacrifice of his fellow defenders and composed a symphony that 
must rank with the best work of Prokofief. The Soviets claim it 
as outstanding among the music that has come out of Russia since 
the revolution. But, if the artistic triumph of Leningrad goes to 
Shostakovitch, the military award must be given to General 
Zhukoff for breaking the blockade. 

General Zhukoff, promoted by Stalin to position of first assistant 
to Marshal Shaposhnikoff, was virtually second in command of 
the Red Army. A brilliant military tactician, tough and ruthless, 
he was trusted implicitly by the Kremlin. For this reason, he was 
given the task closest to Stalin's heart; breaking the siege of Lenin- 
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grad, and was granted all the war material and troops he requested 
for the job. It was a nut-cracking assignment, and, although Zhu- 
kofl suffered heavy casualties, he drove through the Nazi lines to 
the city. Stalin's judgment of men was again justified ; he had placed 
youthful, 37-year-old Lieutenant-General Chuikov in command at 
Stalingrad, a job that required courage and staying-power but 
less strategic ability. And he called on skillful veteran Zhukof? 
for a task that required more than fanatical bravery and patriot- 
ism; both men succeeded beyond expectation. On the 700-mile 
front between Leningrad and Orel, Stalin gave Marshal Semyon 
Timoshenko a chance to redeem himself for his part in Rostov's 
premature fall in July, 1942. Timoshenko grouped his forces in 
front of the Demyansk swamps south of Lake Ilmen, and, during 
the late winter, smashed through the frozen bogs to a position 
where he was able to threaten Staraya Russa. It was a noteworthy 
victory for the Bessarabian marshal because the Demyansk 
swamps were considered impassable and had served the Germans 
for eighteen months as a natural barrier. 

The story of Leningrad, however, has one other postscript which 
may be remembered long after the military records have been 
forgotten: the rise of a new Soviet leader. It established Andre 
Zhdanoff, the mayor of the city, as the second most important 
political figure in the U.S.S.R. and the likely successor to Joseph 
Stalin. Zhdanoff, a member of the 12-man inner cabinet, or 
Politburo, as it is called, succeeded Kiroff as head of the People's 
Commissariat after the latter was assassinated in 1934. The death 
of KirofT, who was a close friend of Stalin, deeply disturbed the 
Soviet leader, and it marked the beginning of the nation-wide 
purges which were carried out for four successive years by his 
police chiefs, Yagoda, Yezhoff, and Berea. Zhdanoff is pure Rus- 
sian — unlike certain other members of the Politburo, he is not 
Ukrainian, nor Georgian, nor Jewish — and he is popular with the 



Digitized by 




Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



232 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



army. He is a nationalist like Stalin and has taken little interest 
in the work of the Third International. His closest rivals for suc- 
cession to Stalin's position are Molotov and Marshal Voroshilov. 
Molotov is a poor speaker (he stutters), and he has a colorless 
personality; Marshal Voroshilov is not politically ambitious. And 
Stalin favors Zhdanoff; this, in the final analysis, is probably the 
most important factor in estimating the Leningrad Commissar's 
chances. There will be little change in Soviet policy if Zhdanoff 
ever becomes premier; his admiration for Stalin has revealed itself 
in constant imitation of the iron reserve of the Georgian leader. 
He maintained discipline even in the dark days when Leningrad's 
inhabitants were so hungry and desperate that grim stories of 
starvation were heard in Moscow. 

Rokossovsky's southwestern armies smashed ahead capturing 
Kursk and Kharkov, and, on the central front, the Soviets made 
their most important gain in fourteen months by taking Rzhev. 
This city was the main Nazi forward hedgehog protecting the 
Germans in north and central Russia. Following up this victory, 
the Red Army drove southeast towards Vyazma with the ultimate 
object of converging on Smolensk. Spring thaws, creating rivers 
of mud, and the arrival of German reinforcements slowed Rokos- 
sovsky's southern advance until his divisions were completely 
halted along a 155-mile front in the middle and upper Donetz 
River regions. The extended Soviet lines of communication and 
inadequate transportation increased Red Army difficulties; the 
Russians were forced to retreat to the suburbs of Kharkov and, 
finally, after a heavy battle, they evacuated the city entirely. It 
was a discouraging reverse for the weary Soviet troops. 

Victories in the field stimulated Red Army morale during the 
winter of 1942-43, but the population at home could only gain 
comfort by reading of these successes. Reality for them repre- 
sented long hours of work, poor food, worn-out clothing, and 
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numbing cold. Women came home from factories facing cheerless 
evenings thinking of dead or missing husbands and sons. There 
was little laughter on the streets; the faces of men and women 
seemed pinched and somber, and many showed signs of mal- 
nutrition. 

For these reasons the Anglo-American invasion of North Africa 
meant little to them; it was a remote event that seemed to have 
little bearing on their problems. Stalin wrote a reply to a letter 
from Henry Cassidy in which the correspondent had asked him 
his opinion of the invasion: Stalin indicated he approved of it, 
but his praise was lukewarm. The North African landing was a 
constructive Allied move, a necessary preliminary to an attack on 
the European continent, but it had small effect on the Soviet- 
German war. The Russians said it had no effect; the Allies, on 
the other hand, claimed it forced the Nazis to withdraw certain 
divisions from the Soviet Union and transfer them to Western 
Europe. The Roosevelt-Churchill invitation for Stalin to confer 
with them at Casablanca or Cairo was unwise and betrayed a 
fundamental misunderstanding of the Soviet position. The refusal 
was bound to come, and it did come: Stalin was too busy "fighting 
the war" (sic). He had no time for words, he wanted action. It 
was obvious, of course, that if he were really too busy he could 
have sent Molotov. 

There were three reasons for his refusal, and Churchill, after 
his unpleasant Moscow trip, must have been aware of them. 
First, the intense Soviet bitterness because they were fighting 
alone in Europe; second, their single-mindedness about the con- 
flict: their one aim was to drive the Germans out of Russia, and 
they had no desire for discussion of the global aspects which inter- 
ested Britain and America; third, Stalin's inherent distaste for 
such dramatic gestures. But there was much, after all, that could 
not be discussed through the medium of the ordinary diplomatic 
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channels. Churchill may have hoped that the presence of President 
Roosevelt would cause Stalin to accept the invitation. The Presi- 
dent cannot be blamed for trying for a personal meeting with 
Stalin to learn his views on the war and post-war problems; the 
United States has a legitimate right to know these things. But it 
is regrettable that Roosevelt did not wait until the Americans had 
a foothold in Europe; Stalin might then be more willing for 
discussion. 

It has been suggested that Stalin was unwilling to go to North 
Africa for fear of offending Japan. This statement is illogical in 
view of Molotov's trip to Washington and London. Soviet-Japa- 
nese relations were in a state of armed truce: border disputes had 
been raging for many years. Russia was too exhausted fighting 
Germany to desire a war with Japan, and a conflict could only 
begin if Tokyo decided to attack Siberia. In that event, the Red 
Army Far Eastern commander, General Stern, would have to do 
the best he could with his limited forces, and there was a strong 
likelihood that the Russians would be unable to hold Vladivostok, 
their valuable Pacific port. A well-known American commentator 
said after the Churchill-Roosevelt Casablanca meeting: 

"Because of Stalin's absence the biggest question facing America 
remains unanswered. Will the United States get bases in Siberia to 
strike at the heart of Japan ? If so, when ?" 

I discussed this privately with a Russian official, and he stated, 

"Stalin did not have to go to North Africa to answer that ques- 
tion. Britain and America will get bases in Siberia if and when 
Japan attacks us, and not before." 

"Is that the official attitude ?" I asked. 

"I believe it is," he replied, "but, even assuming that we turned 
over Vladivostok to the Americans, have the Allies enough 
strength to hold the city against a Japanese land and sea attack ? 
I do not think the Americans and British have enough troops 
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in the whole Pacific area to repel a Japanese land invasion of 
Siberia from Manchuria. Thus, by granting Far Eastern air bases 
to the Allies, we would simply be inviting an attack which we 
would have to resist alone." 

"I think you under-estimate the aid which we could give you," 
I said. 

"Perhaps. But, even if Anglo-American bombers could fly over 
Japan for a few weeks, these offensives would cease if the Japanese 
captured the Siberian bases. The risk at present is greater than the 
possible gain." 

The question of Russia's attitude towards Japan is one of the 
few cases where it may be accurately said that "time is on our 
side." The longer Japan delays her ultimate war with Russia the 
stronger will America become in the Pacific. There may be an 
unnatural period of peace between Japan and Russia, as there 
was between Germany and Russia during the Hitler-Stalin pact, 
but the clash will come sooner or later. As Soviet foreign experts 
realistically point out, there is a conflict of interests between the 
two countries. 

I joked with a Russian friend one day about this, saying, 
"I'm surprised that the Soviets recognize conflict of national 

interests as a cause of war. I thought that was a sin of bourgeois, 

profit-seeking countries." 
He smiled, 

"Our neighbors start the wars; we don't. Seriously, though, 
there would be no wars if the other nations of the world adopted 
our social system." 

I couldn't resist a dig, and said, 

"But you occupied Latvia, Lithuania, and Esthonia because you 
thought it was in your national interest to do so. That was one 
war you started." 

He was a little offended and said stiffly, 
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"TTie people of those countries voted to become part of the 
Soviet Union." 

"That may be," I said, "but I think countries remain just as 
nationalistic whether they have a socialist or capitalist form of 
government. You know that Red Army privates do not say they 
are fighting for socialism, world peace, or the rights of small 
nations — they say they are fighting for the Fatherland. All the 
Soviet newspapers call it the Fatherland war." 

It was not a worthwhile discussion because my Russian friend's 
mind was already made up. There was no evidence that socialism 
was a cure for wars or that it would end imperialism. Turkey's 
fear of the old Russian dream of seizing Constantinople and 
dominating the Black Sea had been more acute in the past ten 
years than it had been during the reign of Czar Nicholas II. 

Stalin signed a Red Army "Order of the Day" on February 23, 
1943, stating that "in view of the absence of a second front in 
Europe the Red Army alone is bearing the whole weight of the 
war." Throughout his message, Stalin emphasized that Russia was 
depending on her own resources; there was no mention of Anglo- 
American war material. The Soviets were winning victories on 
every front at the time of his statement, but the message never- 
theless made the Russian people feel betrayed by their Allies. 
Roosevelt and Churchill must have felt that Stalin was a difficult 
colleague. It was not expected that the Soviet premier would give 
undue prominence to Anglo-American material assistance, but 
his failure to mention it at all seemed deliberate. There was noth- 
ing either Roosevelt or Churchill could say without disrupting 
Allied harmony, but newspapermen in Russia wished Britain and 
America had a spokesman who would adopt the same frank atti- 
tude as that of the Soviets. 

The desire of the Moscow correspondents for a frank Anglo- 
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American reply was suddenly granted by the United States am- 
bassador, Admiral Standley. The blunt-speaking former Chief of 
United States Naval Operations told newspapermen that facts of 
important American aid were being kept from the Russian people. 
He implied that the Russian authorities sought to give the impres- 
sion that the Soviet Union was fighting the war entirely alone. He 
made it clear that Russia was reluctant to exchange information 
on conduct of the war, and suggested that unless Congress felt 
it was helping Russia the American legislative body would be 
inclined to hesitate before it passed the pending Lend-Lease exten- 
sion bill. 

"It is not fair to mislead Americans into giving millions from 
their pockets, thinking that they are aiding the Russian people, 
without the Russian people knowing about it," the ambassador 
said. 

Admiral Standley made his statement when he was asked about 
the fact that British and American, but not Russian, newspapers 
had published an acknowledgment by the Russian Red Cross of 
American aid. 

"Well, there is no question that people in America know the 
facts and that here the people don't," he asserted. "Ever since I 
have been here I have been carefully looking for recognition by 
the Russian press of the fact that they are getting material help 
through America, not only through lend-lease but through the 
Red Cross and the Russian-American Relief. And I have yet failed 
to find any acknowledgment of that." 

Asked whether there had been any progress in the exchange 
of information between the Russian and United States govern- 
ments, Admiral Standley said there had been no noticeable change 
in Russia's attitude: her conduct of the war was still a matter of 
secrecy. 
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When asked why he thought the Russian authorities were not 
informing their people regarding the aid received, the ambassa- 
dor said, 

"They seem to be trying to create the impression at home as 
well as abroad that they are fighting the war alone. 

"There appears to be a desire on the part of the Russians to 
create the impression that they are fighting the war with their 
own resources rather than acknowledge help from any one. The 
American Congress is rather sensitive. It is generous and big- 
hearted as long as it feels that it is helping some one. But give 
it the idea that it is not helping and it might be a different 
story." 

The Soviet censors, reading Standley's interview, were dis- 
turbed; they pointed out that lend-lease figures had been pub- 
lished a few weeks before in Izvestia. It was true that the Stet- 
tinius report of February i, 1943, had appeared in a Tass dispatch 
from Washington. It had been carried on page four without com- 
ment. The figures totalled $1,300,000,000 and included such items 
as 2,600 planes and 3,200 tanks. Britain, too, had sent large quanti- 
ties of war material, enough for the initial equipment of thirty- 
two armored divisions in tanks and four hundred squadrons in 
aircraft. 

Admiral Standley's statement created international excitement; 
Sumner Welles announced that the ambassador had spoken 
without consulting the State Department. Many British and 
American public figures deplored the Admiral's "tactlessness"; 
President Roosevelt refused to comment. Some correspondents 
thought the President might know more about Standley's inter- 
view than he cared to say. They reasoned that Roosevelt must 
have been annoyed by Stalin's assertion that "the Red Army alone 
is bearing the whole weight of the war,' and by his refusal 
to attend the North African conference. But I think it was 
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more likely that Standley himself was irked by the Soviet atti- 
tude. 

The only light touch during the uproar was provided by a New 
York newspaper which interviewed Maurice Hindus and asked 
him what he thought of the admiral's statement. Maurice said it 
was "just irritation." But, intentionally or otherwise, the news- 
paper quoted Hindus as saying it was "a just irritation," thereby 
putting the likable Maurice in the role of critic of the Soviet 
Union. 

There was a movie at the ambassador's residence, Spaso House, 
a week later. The Kremlin had reacted quickly to world comment, 
and Standley was pleased with the results of his interview. A mass 
of lend-lease news had been published in the Moscow newspapers 
as well as stories on Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden's visit to 
Washington, American raids on the Japanese in the Aleutians 
and AUied bombings of Germany and Italy. The Russian ambas- 
sador in Washington, Maxim Litvinov, had publicly acknowl- 
edged the important part the United States planes were playing 
in Soviet offensives. The immediate disavowal of Standley 's re- 
marks by the State Department was lengthily discussed by the 
correspondents. 

"It was probably necessary to do so from a diplomatic point 
of view," said a newspaperman, "but this affair goes a lot deeper 
than merely American desire to hear the Russians say 'thank 
you.' " 

"Yes," remarked another, "our government wants the Russian 
people to know we are helping them; it would be dangerous for 
us in the long run if they felt they were fighting the war alone. 
We don't want them to come to the peace table in a resentful 
frame of mind. And, although it is not necessary for them to have 
a sense of obligation towards us, they should regard us as part- 
ners." 
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"There is another thing," added a correspondent. "If they are 
repeatedly told they are fighting alone, some might get discour- 
aged and start thinking of a separate peace." 

"This incident will be forgotten when we invade Europe," 
I said, "but it's a good thing for the Russian people to know we 
are helping them." 

A correspondent came into the room with a mimeographed 
radio-news report. 

"Listen to this," he said, "Bill Bullitt is giving some good advice 
at home. He says the United States better start acting now if we 
want our kind of peace after the war, or else Joe Stalin will make 
the decisions for us." 

"What else does he say?" some one asked. The newspapermen 
were interested in the story because Bullitt had been the first 
American envoy to the Soviet Union after recognition in 1934. 

"He says that at the present time American power is com- 
parable to Wilson's power in the summer of 1918. But the day 
that Germany collapses we shall still have on our hands a war 
with Japan — a hard war which may be long — ^and the Soviet 
Union will be at peace and we shall want Soviet support against 
Japan. 

"Under those circumstances," he read on, "we are likely to 
find ourselves as impotent as Wilson was in the spring of 1919. 
The real bargaining power will be in the hands of Stalin." 

"Bullitt is about right,' remarked a correspondent, "except that I 
don't agree with his conclusion. He says we have the power now, 
and, while we have it we must use it, or lose the peace. We damn 
well don't have the power now. If we had it, Stalin would have 
gone to North Africa. It's not like the last war; the Russians 
know we're in this up to our necks and have to help them for 
our own good." 

"Bullitt has some remarks here that might interest President 
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Roosevelt. He says that in the spring of 1919 Wilson suddenly 
faced the fact that his power was gone. He saw the truth that 
his power had sprung not from his moral authority as he had 
believed, but from the power of the United States to supply the 
desperate physical needs of the Allies — and that since those needs 
were no longer desperate his hour had passed." 

"I think we'll be a little more hard-headed this time," said a 
newspaperman. "We'll have a huge army, navy, and air force at 
the end of the war, and they'll have to listen to us at the peace 
table." 

The Standley and Bullitt statements made sense to the corre- 
spondents, but nobody could understand what Vice-President 
Wallace meant when he said the Allies must not "double-cross" 
Russia. 

"He probably doesn't know himself," said a correspondent. 
"He's another one that's been bitten by this international bug that 
seems to be floating around Washington. They say he's very well- 
read, but you can't become an expert on international relations by 
reading books." 

"The friction among the Allies this winter will straighten itself 
out," I said, "but the old questions will come up again after 
the war. It may not be a bad development to have them aired 
while the fighting is still in progress. Russia's attitude is pretty 
clear, and it will be less of a shock to our people later if we know 
now what she thinks." 

"What would you say her attitude will be.?" asked a news- 
paperman. 

"I think there is no doubt the second front is coming in the 
summer of 1943, but, even if we defeat Germany within a year, 
the Soviet Union will always feel that she bore the brunt of the 
land fighting and that the victory was really hers." 

"Yes, I believe you're right," said a correspondent. "I always 
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believed the British beat Napoleon until I came to Russia and 
heard their side of the story. They say Wellington just finished 
him off after Kutuzov had done the real work." 

The importance of Russian victories during the vi^inter of 
1942-43 depends on the extent of German losses. The recapture 
of territory must have less bearing on the future than the loss 
of Nazi military effectives. German withdrawals were carried out 
in many cases so swiftly that there was little fighting, but, even 
considering this factor, competent military observers believe the 
Germans lost 800,000 men in killed, captured, and disabled. With 
the Allied landing in North Africa, and Soviet advances on every 
section of the Russian front, the period from November, 1942, 
to March, 1943, was clearly favorable to the United Nations. There 
is, on the other hand, some evidence to indicate the Axis powers 
were using the time to reorganize their forces and gather their 
strength for the final test that lay ahead. This remains to be seen. 
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rEHERAN 

Oscar Emma rode out to the airport with me the morning I was 
leaving. Neither of us talked much ; we were sure we would never 
see each other again. Our long association, beginning in 1937, was 
at an end. The doctor had warned Oscar a few months earlier 
that he had a bad lung; he looked thin and run-down. The 
muscles of his face sagged, and I noticed he had not shaved. He 
needed good food and special medicine, but neither was available 
in Moscow. He kept going on nerves and will-power, and the 
strain was showing. We drove up to the airdrome station, and 
after I paid the taxi-driver, Oscar and I went into the waiting- 
room. 

"When you see Bill Stoneman give him my regards," he said. 

"I'll do that, Oscar. Bill will be glad to hear from you. He 
always asks about you when I see him." 

He looked out the window and continued, 

"Let's see: there are others. Give my best to Demaree Bess and 
to Harold Denny. If Ralph Barnes were alive I would especially 
want to be remembered to him. There will never be another like 
Ralph." 

"No, Ralph was in a class by himself." 

We talked while the porters were weighing my luggage ; there 
was a lot I wanted to say. Oscar was sick; we both understood 
clearly what was ahead, and there was nothing either of us could 
do to change it. There was no way I could help him after I left 
Russia. He was in some respects a little better o£F than millions of 
people in the Soviet Union. He had a job with short hours, and a 
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place to eat and sleep; against this was the fact that his health 
was gone and he should have been in a sanatorium. He had always 
been intensely loyal to me, and I couldn't rationalize his position 
by comparing it with that of others. No matter how I tried to 
think of it, I felt bad at leaving him, and I knew he hated to see 
me go. 

"Take care of yourself. Don't forget you damn near died last 
summer,'' Oscar said. "Go to that Mayo Clinic and get straight- 
ened out." 

"Sure. You don't need to worry about me," I said. 

We walked out to the field where the plane was already half- 
filled with passengers; the pilot was warming up the motors, and 
an attendant looked at my tickets. 

"Well, I guess this is it," I said to Oscar, shaking hands with 
him. "Good luck." 

"Good luck," he said, and, as I climbed into the plane, he 
shouted, "Dasvidania." 

"Dasvidania," I replied. 

It was the first time Oscar had ever used a Russian expression 
when talking to me. "Dasvidania" means good-bye, but I don't 
know if it is "au revoir" or "adieu." I know Oscar meant "adieu." 

The plane circled over Moscow before heading east, and I 
looked down at the city. It was the first time I had seen it from 
the air, and it was strange and unfamiliar. All cities and places 
seem impersonal when viewed from a seat in an airplane, and, 
even when returning to a country after a long absence, I miss the 
warm excitement travelling by air that I feel in a railroad train. 
The pleasure of identifying old land-marks is lessened by distance. 

The flight from Moscow to Kuybyshev took about six hours, 
and we hedge-hopped all the way, flying so low that the red stars 
on the plane's wings could be easily seen from the ground. Rus- 
sian fighter-pilots and anti-aircraft personnel had nervous triggcr- 
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fingers; high-flying transports could easily be mistaken for enemy 
bombers, and we were taking no chances. Since the Kuybyshcv 
airport was over thirty miles from the city, I was glad that Gen. 
Follett Bradley arrived from Moscow in his B-24 at the same time 
we did. The American Embassy sent a car to meet the general and 
he gave me a ride into the city with his crew. Charlie Dickerson, 
first secretary of the legation, had invited me to stay overnight 
with him; the plane for Teheran was not leaving until five o'clock 
the next morning, and I went directly to Dickerson's apartment. 
Charlie had not yet come home from work, but his maid offered 
me coffee and sandwiches. While I was waiting, Eddy Gilmore 
telephoned and asked it there were any vacant seats on the 
Teheran plane; he was going to Iran on vacation and had had 
trouble getting a reservation. I told him the plane was full, so 
Eddy decided to wait until the following week; we arranged to 
meet in Teheran provided I was still there when he arrived. Dicker- 
son came home, and after dinner, suggested we go to the ballet. 
He had already bought tickets, but I felt too tired for the theatre 
and urged him to go without me. He finally agreed when I said 
I wanted to turn in early. Charlie and his charming wife, Connie, 
who was then in America, had been friends of mine for many 
years. 

Dickerson's maid woke me at three o'clock in the morning; she 
had prepared a breakfast of bacon and eggs and coffee, and the 
chauffeur rang the doorbell soon after I had finished. I tried to 
wake Charlie to say good-bye to him before I left for the airport, 
but he was sleeping soundly. There were two passenger planes 
warming up on the field when I arrived, one going to Moscow 
and the other to Teheran; my plane took off a little before five 
o'clock, just as the dawn was breaking. We flew towards the Cas- 
pian Sea, with a blood-red sunrise and a clear sky promising good 
weather. 
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I inspected my fellow passengers; they included two Turkish 
girlsj wives of members of the Turkish legation; the Soviet min- 
ister to Iran and one of his staff ; the second secretary of the Greek 
ministry, and a sprinkling of other diplomats. We stopped at a 
small airdrome on the northeastern tip of the Caspian to refuel, 
pausing long enough for the passengers to stretch their legs and 
smoke a cigarette; then we took off again. I passed the time talk- 
ing with the Greek secretary. 

The young Greek seemed to be more impressed with the fact 
that I was an American than anything else; I told him I was a 
newspaperman, but it was obvious that if I had been an engineer 
or a diplomat, it would have meant the same thing. "American" 
was the magic word. He talked for over an hour describing Bul- 
garian atrocities in Greece and said he wanted me to write a story 
about the situation. I explained to him that the INS had a corre- 
spondent in Istanbul covering the Balkans, and that it was not 
my territory. 

"I can write a memorandum of what you have told me for my 
foreign editor. But, unless you want me to quote you, I can't write 
a news dispatch. I don't know enough about Greece; I would 
have to write it as you have given it." 

"Well, I can't let you use my name." 

I shrugged. 

"I didn't think you could, but you understand my position. 
Except in rare cases, we have to identify the source of our story. 
My editors would naturally ask me where I got my facts. But, 
as a matter of record, I think the American people are very well 
informed about the sufferings of the Greek people.** 

He nodded gloomily, 

"I think they know a great deal. You understand, America is 
our only hope." 

Our plane landed at Baku, and the Greek, and one of the 
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Turkish girls, and I walked across the sand to the waiting-room, 
where there was a restaurant. It was glaringly hot in the sun. The 
steel derricks of the oil fields stretched on all sides as far as the 
eye could see. 

"This is the life-blood of the war," I said. "I hope the oil reaches 
the armies." 
The Greek said, 

"You have seen the Russian railroads. Just look around at these 
wells: do you think they have enough oil cars to transport all this, 
and do you think they have enough plants to refine it.'*" 

"No; not from what I've seen. But theyVe got a lot of stuff 
that they've concealed." 

"Yes, they have. They could transport it, but the Germans have 
captured a lot of their refineries. Your Oklahoma experts built a 
big one for them at Taganrog to refine the oil from Maikop and 
Grozny. The Russians blew it up before the Nazis walked in." 

The Greek was gesticulating and pointing at the wells; we were 
standing in the shade of the airport building, and the Turkish 
girl said, 

"I am hungry. I would like to eat." 

We went up the stairs with ner. The restaurant had sandwiches 
and cold beer (piva); it was pleasant sitting inside. The Greek 
was embarrassed because he felt he had talked too much, and he 
ate in silence. The Turkish girl said, 

"You are American ? You have seen Shirley Temple ?" 

"No," I replied, "I've never even been to California." 

"Ah! But Clark Gable. You know him.?" 

"No, I don't know any movie stars." 

She was plainly disappointed, 

"Well, it does not matter. None of the Americans in Kuybyshev 
know Clark Gable either. It is a curious country; I would want to 
know Clark Gable if he were Turkish." 



Digitized by 




Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



248 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



"You see, I haven't been home in seven years," I said. But I felt 
I had left the implication that if I had been home I would have 
known Clark Gable, so I added, 

"Movie stars are very hard to meet." 

She smiled and chewed on the remaining piece of her sand- 
wich, 

"Yes, of course. I miss the American movies. I am very unhappy 
in Kuybyshev. I am going home and see a film every day for a 
month. Then I am going back to my husband and my children. 
I hope we will not be .too long in Russia." 

"Of course, the war — " I began, but the Greek interrupted, 

"Let us go back to the plane. I think we will take off soon." 

We walked back across the sand; the customs oflBcers were 
making a formal inspection of the baggage. Everybody on the 
plane except me had a diplomatic passport, and the customs were 
not opening their suitcases. An officer approached me and asked 
politely in English, 

"Have you anything to declare.?" 

I said no, and he checked my name off his list and passed on. 
It was the first time I had ever had such casual treatment at the 
Russian frontier ; the guards usually made a thorough examination 
of all luggage, and there had even been cases when travellers 
were personally searched. But, since the war the government had 
been so careful about whom they allowed to enter the country 
that the exit officials may have thought their former vigilance was 
no longer necessary. 

Our plane took off for the flight over the mountains to Teheran, 
and, this time, we ceased hedge-hopping, and rose to fourteen 
thousand feet. My ears began to tingle from the high altitude, 
and it became so cold that I put on my overcoat. We caught occa- 
sional glimpses of snow-covered peaks through the clouds, but 
it was not until we had cleared the mountains and descended to 
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five thousand feet over the Iranian plains that we were able to 
view the countryside. There was not much of interest to look at; 
the terrain had an arid, brown-colored appearance and was barren 
of signs of human life. There were no farms, and the first indica- 
tion of any activity was a macadam road along which a few trucks 
were passing. 

"The Soviets have taken over an airdrome at Teheran," said 
one of the passengers. "The Iranians wanted to install a custom 
house at the field, but the Russians wouldn't let them." 

"Won't there be any inspection?" I asked. 

"No. I'll be surprised if any one asks for your passport at all 
while you're in Iran." 

"Damn. I went to a lot of trouble in Moscow getting an Iranian 



He laughed, 

"Everybody does. All the airfields are controlled by the British 
and Russians, and they are not interested in Iranian visas, but 
since visitors expect it necessary to have passport permits, the Iran 
government doesn't lose any revenue." 

The airdrome at which we landed was flying the red flag of 
the Soviet Union and had an efficient Russian ground crew. As 
we taxied to a stop at the end of a long cement runway, I was 
pleased to sec my old friend, Ed Stevens, and several members of 
the American legation waiting to meet the plane. Stevens ex- 
plained that they had come to the airport to collect three diplo- 
matic pouches from Moscow. I started to hail a taxi to take me to 
the Ferdowsi Hotel, but one of the oflBcers of the American lega- 
tion said, 

"I think the Ferdowsi is full up. Somebody tried to get a room 
there this morning, and they said they had no vacancies." 

I was wondering where I would stay when Ed Stevens sug- 
gested. 
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"Why don't you bunk with me? I have a double room at the 
Darban Hotel, and I'm alone because my roommate left for India 
yesterday. The Darban is about ten miles outside of Teheran. It's 
hard to hire taxis to go out there, but that won't bother you unless 
you have to come in town every day." 

The American consul added, 

"That's a good idea. The Darban is the best hotel in Iran; it's 
more like a country club. I lived there until I couldn't get tires 
for my car." 

I told Ed I would be glad to stay with him, and he said, 
"Good. Let's have dinner in town tonight. We can go to the 

Ferdowsi and check your bags. I have to meet some one there 

anyway." 

Teheran had broad, neatly paved streets, but I immediately 
noticed the open sewers that ran parallel to the sidewalks. They 
were about a foot deep and two feet wide and were uncovered 
except at street intersections. No primitive arrangements could 
have been more unsanitary. Donkey water carriers and droshky- 
drivers sitting behind emaciated horses ignored the loud horns of 
automobiles, and traffic proceeded at leisurely pace. 

"The mysterious East," said Ed. "Quite a change from Moscow." 

It was getting dark, and street lights gave the city a more attrac- 
tive appearance. Shop windows were illuminated, revealing arti- 
cles of clothing and shoes and stockings for sale; we passed 
butcher shops piled high with meat and grocery stores whose 
shelves were lined with canned goods. 

"That looks good to me after Russia." 

"It doesn't mean that Teheran is prosperous," explained Ed. 
"Most of the people are too poor to buy these things." 

The Ferdowsi Hotel was an unpretentious frame building, but 
it had a cosmopolitan atmosphere. Teheran was a meeting place 
for travellers from India, Russia, Egypt, and Turkey, and there 
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were usually half a dozen correspondents and ferry pilots gathered 
in the Ferdowsi bar. It was possible to obtain scotch or rye, but 
the prices were so prohibitive that the usual drink was vodka and 
vermouth. The barmaids were pretty Polish refugees, one of whom 
passed her time reading a Polish translation of Zane Grey's The 
Light of the Western Stars. 

Stevens had an appointment with Col. Abraham Neuwirth, 
a U.S. Army medical officer on leave, who was health adviser to 
the Iranian government, and we went up to his room. Neuwirth 
received us cordially and poured drinks; I declined, saying I 
wanted to have my -blood pressure checked before I drank any- 
thing. I explained that the American Embassy doctor's bauman- 
ometer in Moscow had broken a few weeks before I left, and I had 
not gone to a Russian hospital to have it done. 

"Can you give me the name of a good Persian doctor?" I asked. 

"I'll take your blood pressure right now if you want," said 
Neuwirth. "I have a baumanometer." 

"Don't bother," I said. "It will be easy for me to attend to it 
tomorrow." 

But the Colonel had already unpacked his instrument and was 
strapping the band on my arm. A few minutes later, he said, 
"Your blood pressure is normal." 

It was a relief to know I was starting on the trip home without 
having to worry about the danger of any immediate complications, 
and I thanked him. He concluded, 

"Well, I guess you can take that drink now. One won't hurt 
you, but I wouldn't drink much until you've had a complete 
overhauling in America." 

Ed Stevens wanted to write a story about the Persian health 
situation and began to ask the doctor questions concerning his 
work. It appeared that Neuwirth's biggest problem was the coun- 
try's water supply; it was not fit to drink. There was an interna- 
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tional standard relative to the amount of germs which drinking 
water could safely contain, and the Iran water supply had twice 
the germ content allowed by any nation. 

"The only real solution would be to build a new reservoir, but 
the government is unwilling to spend the money that it would 
cost. I'm doing all I can to improve public health, although noth- 
ing permanently effective can be accomplished until the water 
supply is improved." 

He was trying to persuade the government to cover the open 
sewers of Teheran and believed he was making progress along 
this line. There was some opposition, however, to his desire for 
compulsory inoculation against smallpox, typhus, and typhoid 
fever; the people were not sufficiently advanced to understand the 
need for such a step, and they would resent it. There was official 
unwillingness to arouse the population because there was still 
some unrest since 1941 when the British and the Russians had 
removed Reza Shah Pahlavi for collaborating with the Axis and 
placed his 23-year-old son, Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, on the 
throne. The Prime Minister, Ali Soheily, was friendly to the 
Allies and was doing as well as he could under the circumstances. 

The fact was that the Persians were deathly afraid of the Rus- 
sians and did not overly love the British. Their fear of the Russians 
had no definite cause but was a feeling shared by all of the small 
countries within reach of Moscow. I have found the same attitude 
in Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Esthonia, and, of course, Finland. 
Even in Stockholm, I have had Swedes speak nervously to me 
about the Bear of the North, and the Turks have always been wary 
in their dealings with Moscow. I know that many Russians would 
regret this attitude and consider their neighbors' fears unwar- 
ranted, but, justified or not, the feeling exists. The Persians were 
not afraid of the British; they simply regarded them as absentee 
owners of their oil wells. They did not dislike them particularly. 
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but it would be inaccurate to say they enthusiastically admired 
them. 

Stevens and I said good night to Colonel Neuwirth and went 
down to the lobby where we met Mary Brock, an American cor- 
respondent, talking with an RAF pilot and a Red Cross worker. 
They were going to dinner and invited us to go along with them. 
We went to a small restaurant featuring excellent hors d'oeuvres, 
and, after the meal, Ed and I took a taxi out to the Darban Hotel. 
The Darban, although only ten miles from the city, was 2,000 
feet above it in altitude. My first view of the Darban's blazing 
lights and modernistic exterior confirmed the American consul's 
description of it as "like a country club." The interior was more 
luxuriously furnished than anything I had seen in Teheran. Our 
room had a balcony with an excellent view; the beds were com- 
fortable, and, after soaking in the sunken bathtub, I decided I 
was going to enjoy my visit to Iran. 

The next morning at breakfast Ed introduced me to several 
Americans who were acting as advisers to the Persian government. 
Col. Lyman Timmerman, who had once been in charge of the 
Chicago police force, had come to Persia to reorganize Teheran's 
metropolitan police force. The improvement of the rural police 
force was being handled by Col. H. Norman Schwarzkopf; 
he had a difficult assignment because many of the wild tribesmen 
in the mountains had never recognized any other authority than 
that of their chieftain. They were frequently unfriendly, and it 
was dangerous to venture alone into the interior. The wife of 
Winston Burdett, CBS correspondent, had been murdered by 
tribesmen under shocking circumstances. It was known that many 
Persian rifles were hidden in the mountains before the army sur- 
rendered to the British and Russians, and this war material pre- 
sented a constant threat. An Axis-inspired revolt was always pos- 
sible. Colonel Schwarzkopf had been superintendent of the New 
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Jersey State Police when the Lindbergh baby was kidnapped and 
murdered. 

Other American advisers included genial, cigar-smoking Joseph 
Sheridan, a retired millionaire, who for twenty years was Cairo's 
leading wholesale grocer. His biggest problem in Iran was con- 
trolling prices and fighting the black market; the cost of living 
had soared to a point where the poorer classes were threatened 
with starvation. Professor Luther M. Winsor, the agricultural 
consultant, was attempting to introduce a system of irrigation. 
Despite what had been done in Russia and America by irrigation, 
Persian landowners were reluctant to face the initial cost of bring- 
ing it to their own country. Ma j .-Gen. Clarence S. Ridley was 
adviser to the Iranian army; the officers had good uniforms and 
a fair rate of pay, but the privates were poorly fed and underpaid, 
and their uniforms were ill-fitting, faded khaki. Dr. Arthur Mills- 
paugh, political scientist, was guiding the reform of the national 
economy, which had been left in a mess by the old Shah, Reza 
Pahlavi. These men were lent unofficially by the United States, 
and they were paid by the Persian government. Each was an 
expert in his field, but unfortunately they had no authority ; they 
could only advise. 

Yet it was good to see men of Dr. Arthur Millspaugh's ability 
recognized for what they were worth. Dr. Millspaugh had tried 
twenty-one years before to reform Persia's national economy, and 
it was only because the Iranian government had not carried 
through his suggestions that Persian economic conditions were so 
bad. It was a signal personal triumph that they had called him 
back two decades later and asked him to try again. In a similar 
way, the Russians had honored Andre Nicolaievitch Tupolev, 
noted airplane designer, who was awarded the annual Stalin prize 
of 100,000 roubles in March, 1943, for designing a new type 
fighter plane. Tupolev designed the plane which Russian airmen 
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used to fly over the North Pole to America in 1937. The plane 
was named according to his initials, ANT. Then, Tupolev fell 
into disgrace and was arrested. The correspondents thought he 
had been liquidated. But Stalin brought him out of prison when 
the war started; Tupolev was again successful, and the name 
ANT, which had been changed after his arrest, was restored to 
the transpolar plane. Millspaugh, of course, had never been 
arrested, but both he and Tupolev lived to see themselves called 
back and vindicated. 

Ed Stevens and I had been invited to lunch by Mrs. Dreyfus, 
the wife of the American Minister. We drove into Teheran early 
because Ed had business to take care of before lunch, and I wanted 
to see about my airplane tickets to Cairo. I received a surprise at 
the Pan-American office when I learned that the U.S. Army had 
taken over Pan-Am, and the service between Teheran and Cairo 
had been discontinued the week before. There was nothing left 
except to try British Airways, and they informed me that they 
were booked with British priority passengers for weeks in advance. 
Fortunately, John Reed, of the British Embassy in Moscow, had 
given me letters of introduction to his friends in Teheran, and I 
thought they might be able to arrange an airplane priority for 
me. So, having decided to call at the British legation in the after- 
noon, I went to Mrs. Dreyfus' luncheon. There were about 
eighteen guests, mostly members of the diplomatic colony, and, 
since the minister was ill in bed, Mrs. Dreyfus performed the 
introductions herself. She was a charming hostess, and it was one 
of the pleasantest luncheons I had ever attended. Mrs. Dreyfus 
obviously enjoyed entertaining, and I regretted I was not able to 
meet her husband. 

After leaving the legation, Stevens and I went to the British 
Embassy where I presented my letters of introduction and I 
received a promise of help in obtaining a ticket to Cairo. There 
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was little more we could do for the time being, so we walked 
downtown towards the Ferdowsi Hotel. As we entered the 
lobby, Mary Brock was leaving to go to the office of the press 
department; Stevens had left a story with the censors the day 
before, and he wanted to cable it, so we walked with her. On the 
way, they explained the rigors of the Teheran censorship to me ; it 
appeared, by all odds, to be the toughest in the world. There was 
not one censorship but three, Persian, Russian, and English. It can 
be imagined that a story that would satisfy all three censorships 
would never be likely to make headlines. A five-hundred word 
cable, for example, might be cut to four hundred words when it 
left the Persian censor, three hundred by the English censor, and 
fifty by the Russian censor. Mary Brock had patience. 

We went back to the Ferdowsi Hotel, and an English news- 
paperman told me Bill Chaplin had arrived an hour before from 
New Delhi. Bill was on his way to take my place in Moscow for 
the International News Service. I asked the clerk for his room 
number and went upstairs and found that Bill's "room" was a 
large domitory with twenty beds; Chaplin had been assigned to 
the last bed. His only equipment was that suitable for the hot 
climate of India, shirts with short sleeves, and a sun helmet; he 
intended to buy clothes for Russia while he was in Teheran. 
Edgar Snow had come up from India with him and was leaving 
by plane the next morning for Moscow. Snow had already bought 
his equipment; his bags weighed the forty pounds allowed him 
on the plane, and he was trying to decide whether to buy a bottle 
of whiskey or a bottle of grapefruit juice to carry in his coat 
pocket. I advised the grapefruit juice, arguing that the whiskey 
wouldnk last long but that the grapefruit juice could be mixed 
with vodka and would make several drinks. Snow agreed and 
bought the grapefruit juice. 

Eddy Gilmore arrived the same evening from Moscow; Stevens 
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and I knew of a double room that was vacant at the Darban Hotel 
and suggested that Chaplin and Gilmore take it. Anything seemed 
better than the dormitory at the Ferdowsi so Chaplin called the 
Darban and made a reservation. We went to Teheran's only night 
club for dinner; the food was not as good as that at the hotel, 
and the orchestra played "Deep in the Heart of Texas" nine 
times during the evening. The only compensation was watching 
Persian of&cers solemnly clapping hands to the music; there was 
no doubt they enjoyed American jazz. 

Teheran was a pleasant change after Russia, but I was eager 
to get home and was worried at the slowness with which British 
Airways was arranging for my priority. At this time, Admiral 
Standley flew to Teheran in General Bradley's B-24 on his way 
to America. The ambassador was accompanied by his aides, 
Eddie Paige, Captain Duncan, Colonel Mikella, and Lieut.-Com- 
mander Frankel. They arrived in the afternoon and stayed over- 
night at the American legation. While they were there, I tele- 
phoned Captain Duncan and asked him if there was a possibility 
of riding as far as Cairo with the ambassador. He said he would 
ask Admiral Standley and call me back. He telephoned twenty 
minutes later. 

"The Admiral says you can go," he announced. "Be ready at 
five o'clock tomorrow morning." 

I told Ed Stevens and Gilmore the news; Gilmore wanted to 
go to Cairo also, but he had neglected to get an Egyptian visa, and 
it was too late to go to the consulate. All government offices 
closed early in Teheran. We decided not to go into the city that 
night but to have dinner at the Darban. The bar was filled in the 
evening; everybody knew one another, and the waiters drew 
up two long tables in the dining-room and arranged a semi- 
banquet for us. It was a spontaneous gathering and a good finale 
for my last evening in Iran. The party broke up a little after eleven 
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o'clock, because we all wanted to get to bed early. The hotel 
was quiet after midnight, but I woke up about three o'clock think- 
ing I had heard a loud scream. I listened, but I heard nothing 
else and went back to sleep. 

I had left word to be called at quarter of five, and a maid came 
in and woke me. She was excited, sobbing hysterically and wring- 
ing her hands. She said a man had been killed a few hours before 
by falling through the opening of the circular staircase from the 
fourth floor to the lobby. I dressed and went down to the desk. 
Colonel Timmerman was talking to three uniformed members 
of the Teheran police; the man was still lying on the marble floor. 
His head was crushed ; one arm was bent under him and both his 
legs were twisted. A young American aircraft worker told me 
how it had happened; he had entered the hotel about the same 
time as the man who had been killed. The man was drunk, and 
the American helped him up to the fourth floor. When they got 
to his room, the man said he had forgotten his key, and he ran 
over to the banisters and shouted down for the room-clerk to 
bring it up to him. He swayed, lost his balance, and toppled over 
the railing before the American could reach him. Hie man 
screamed as he fell ; the American was still trembling as he told 
me. It was the scream I had heard at three o'clock. 

After drinking a cup of coffee I rode out to the airport with 
Eddie Paige. The crew, Lee Fiegel, Tom Watson, and Bill Hicks, 
were warming up the plane. Admiral Standley and Captain Dun- 
can arrived a few minutes later, and we took off in a bright 
sunrise. The interior of the B-24 had not been altered for Gen- 
eral Bradley's use, and we sat on the floor or on boxes. The trip 
was more agreeable, however, than any I had ever taken in a 
passenger plane because of its informality; we were free to lie 
down or sit up, or read or talk as we saw fit, and the time passed 
quickly. 
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We landed at a British airdrome near Bagdad at noon, and 
the commandant took us to the officers' quarters for beer and 
sandwiches. Hie desert was bakingly hot, and the coolness of the 
large mess-hall was a surprising contrast. After finishing our ciga- 
rettes, we took off again for the final lap of the flight to Cairo. 
Although we maintained a good altitude, the heat inside the 
plane increased, and we shed our coats and ties. Captain Duncan 
pointed out a few Biblical spots as we passed over Palestine, but 
I felt too thirsty to take much interest. We descended at the Cairo 
military airport at four o'clock and climbed out of the plane sweat- 
ing and wilted. Alexander Kirk, the American minister to Egypt, 
and other dignitaries, all dressed in immaculate white suits, were 
on hand to greet Admiral Standley. Although not officially a 
member of the party, I was introduced all around, and most of 
the dignitaries seemed to think I was connected with the embassy. 
But Kirk knew me; he had been in Moscow as Charge d' Affaires 
in 1938, and he laughed as he shook hands. 

"I might know you'd be travelling with the ambassador. I'm 
giving a dinner for him tonight. Will you come ?" 

I thanked him and said I'd be glad to accept. Then Captain 
Duncan and I got into one of the cars and drove to Shepheards 
Hotel. 

Half the trip was over. 
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The desk clerk at Shepheards said rooms had been reserved for 
Admiral Standley's party, but there was no reservation for me. He 
added that he had no vacancies, and there were not likely to be 
any for two or three days. I knew that George Lait, the INS 
correspondent with the British Army in the Middle East, had a 
room at the hotel, and I called him on the telephone. His room- 
mate, Chester Morrison, answered and said that George had been 
expecting me. He was on an assignment at the time and would 
be out in the desert for two or three days. Chester asked me to 
come up to the room and said he could get me a place to stay. 
I took my bag and went right up, first asking the bell-hop to send 
up some ice-water. I was thirstier than I ever remembered being 
before; it was the change from the climate of Moscow to the dry 
desert heat. Chester watched me drink two glasses of water, then 
said, 

"I'll order something you never had in Russia: ice cream." 

"That would be a treat. I've got something for you and George 
that you can't get in Cairo: caviar. It's a present from Ed Stevens." 

After we ate the ice cream, I took a bath and shaved while 
Chester went to ask Hart Preston if he would share his room with 
me. Preston's roommate, Bob Landry, was on an assignment 
in the desert, and Preston readily agreed to let me use Landry's 
bed. I went down to the hotel terrace to meet Captain Duncan 
before going to Kirk's dinner party. The Captain and Colonel 
Mikella were sitting at a table waiting for Commander Frankcl, 
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and I sat down with them. It was getting dark, and we listened 
to the dance music from the dining-room while watching the 
couples walking in the palm garden. Women in beautiful evening 
gowns, perfectly manicured and coiflured, swept past escorted 
by desert-bronzed officers. Arabs wearing long white gowns and 
red fez-caps strolled dignifiedly through the streets. 

"I've been too long in Russia," I said. "I forgot that there was 
anything like this." 

"Yes, it's nice all right," said Colonel Mikella, "but Rommel's 
army is only about a hundred miles away." 

Frankel joined us, and we took a taxi to Kirk's residence. It was 
a sumptuous house; Kirk was independently wealthy, much of 
his fortune having been inherited. General Maxwell, and the 
British ambassador and his wife, and Sir Miles and Lady Lampson, 
were among the guests. The service was impeccable, and the food 
and wines were delicious. But I couldn't help thinking the whole 
thing was incongruous; it was not right to be sitting at such a 
luxurious dinner when millions in Russia were starving, and, less 
than a hundred miles away, British tommies were gripping rifles 
and straining their eyes peering into the desert darkness. Such 
dinners would have been exceptional anywhere in war-time, but 
they had no place in Cairo. And yet they did. Cairo was one of 
the most easy-living cities in the world: one could get anything 
for a price. American cigarettes and American canned beer were 
for sale on every corner; silk stockings and expensive dresses were 
to be seen in shop-windows. Articles that had virtually disap- 
peared in America, and had not been sold in England since the 
war started, could be bought in Cairo. The decadent richness of 
the city mocked soldiers on leave from the front. The British 
authorities were aware of the situation, but they said they could 
do nothing; Egypt was neutral. 

"Certain Cairo merchants are getting rich on this war," said a 
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British official to me. "We know it, but we cannot interfere. We 
ought to take over Egypt for the duration, stop this profiteering, 
and put Cairo on a war footing. But we cannot do that because of 
your own country; think what an outcry there would be in 
America if we attempted to change Egypt's status, even tempo- 
rarily." 

"I think America's attitude would be different if they knew 
what a mess this place is. I realize that coming from Moscow, 
the waste and high living in Cairo have especially shocked me," I 
said, "but those coming from London must feel it too, in a lesser 
degree." 

"They do," he said, "but there is another factor. Don't forget 
the Americans have censorship rights here too. Some of your 
officials, both military and diplomatic, enjoy the life and don't 
want anything written that will change it. Talk to some of your 
own newspapermen and ask them how many stories exposing con- 
ditions have been killed." 

The Egyptians, both officials and civilians, had a thinly disguised 
policy of ignoring the British; some were pro-Axis, and others 
openly said they didn't care who won the war. The British, fear- 
ful of exciting American public opinion, tolerated the situation 
in silence. Both Cairo and Alexandria had fifth-column elements; 
it was said that Italian soldiers who had lived in Alexandria be- 
fore the war used to come in from the desert to that important 
seaport and spend weekends with their wives. Although the 
Italian soldier story was probably apocryphal, it was certain that 
the Germans were warned well in advance of the last British sea- 
borne invasion of Tobruk from Alexandria. They knew exactly 
the hour when the battleships were due to arrive, and, when the 
last destroyers had come within range of their shore-guns, they 
opened devastating fire. Very few of the British ships escaped. 

The American Army officials who had taken over the office of 
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Pan-American Airways told me that I could not have a seat on a 
plane before eight days. Having time to kill, I spent hours sight- 
seeing, and, like every other tourist, I went out to visit the pyra- 
mids. They were all that I had expected, but I thought the Sphinx 
was a fraud. Photographers from time immemorial have taken 
pictures of it from an angle that makes it appear much bigger 
than it is. I added to the general deception connected with the 
Sphinx by posing in front of it on a flea-bitten camel. The camel 
was something of a personality; through the years she had 
supported the backsides of at least a million tourists while her 
mournful-looking owner asked each one to look pleasant for the 
camera. 

My roommate, Hart Preston, asked me what I thought of 
Cairo, and I said, 

"It's too damned unreal. I know all this good food in restau- 
rants, and champagne cocktails at five o'clock are just surface 
indications, but even if ninety per cent of the people are poverty- 
stricken, it's still wrong for the other ten per cent to live like 
this. In fact, it's worse." 

He laughed. 

"You haven't seen anything yet. Come with me tonight to the 
Continental roof-garden." 

The Continental Hotel was about a block away from Shep- 
heards, and the roof-garden must have been the final dream of 
every soldier on leave. Palm-trees, soft music, lavish furnishings, 
and an Oriental belly-dancer helped to make it one of the most 
famous spots in the Middle East. The Cairo anti-aircraft battery 
was having search-light practice, and, while Preston and I ate in 
the cool breeze under the awnings, we watched the shafts of light 
penetrate the sky like long white fingers. 

"I would have loved this in peace-time," I said, "but it just 
makes me sick now." 
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"Well, you've got another week of it," remarked Preston. 

"No, George Lait is meeting me at Shepheards tomorrow. The 
British military authorities gave him permission to take me up 
to the front, so I'm spending the week in the desert. I want to 
see something of the army while I'm here." 

"That's a good idea," said Preston. "Everything is different up 
at the front. You can't judge the situation by what you see in 
Cairo." 

Lait called for me in the morning, and we took an early train to 
Alexandria. George and I had worked together in London, but I 
had not seen him for more than a year. He was brown and looked 
fit, although he said he suffered from occasional recurrences of 
malaria. We went to a hotel in Alexandria where George had an 
appointment with the press officer who was going to drive us out 
to the camp. The officer suggested we have lunch and leave im- 
mediately afterwards so we went to one of the waterfront restau- 
rants. We had an excellent fish luncheon and drove out on the 
road towards El Alemein. Preparations were under way for an 
offensive, but both the British and German lines had been stabi- 
lized for several weeks, and there was only desultory action at 
the time. 

"Instead of going directly to the front, I suggest you stop a day 
or two at the minefield clearance school where we are going to 
spend the night," said the press officer. "The sappers have some of 
the most dangerous work in the army; a group has just finished 
the course and is taking examinations." 

The school interested me, and I said I would like to see their 
work, so George decided we would spend two days at the camp. 
The instructors had laid out an imitation desert minefield with 
trip-wires and booby-traps, and the officers and men had set up 
their tents on a nearby hillside. The first night after dinner the 
commander waited until it was dark and then sent his student- 
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sappers out to clear the minefield. The dummy mines were at- 
tached to a small explosive about the size of a firecracker. 

"We try to make it as realistic as possible. This is a bad mine- 
field with every tricky device known to us," said the commander. 
"The men have two hours in which to clear a swath one hundred 
yards wide through the field. They mark this with stakes on each 
side so that the infantry can see what ground is safe. They must 
not leave any mines within the cleared area." 

"A sapper can make only one mistake, and that's his last," said 
an officer. 

"Well," said the commander, opening a bottle of Scotch, "let's 
have a drink while we're waiting for them to finish." 

We sat talking in the tent for about an hour. During a lull in 
the conversation, we heard a faint pop out in the desert. 

"That's a mine," said Lait. 

"Yes, that's the first one," admitted an officer. "The hell of it 
is that, if we'd been waiting to attack, the sapper would not only 
have been killed but the explosion would have warned the enemy." 

The men finished without any further accidents, and, after they 
had reported to the officer in charge, the commander suggested 
we walk out on the minefield and see what they had done. It was 
pitch dark, and as we walked along, I said, 

"I can't see anything. The desert looks all the same to me." 

The commander chuckled. 

"Well, if you stick close to me you won't walk on any mines." 

"That's right," said another officer admiringly. "The Major cer- 
tainly has a sixth sense about those booby traps," 

Just then the commander stumbled on a trip-wire, and there 
was a loud bang. I was glad it was dark so the commander 
couldn't see us; we all wanted to laugh, but we knew he was 
embarrassed and might have resented it. There was an awkward 
silence which the commander finally broke. 



Digitized by 



Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



266 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



"That's one on me, eh what!" he exclaimed, "Haw, haw." 

George later told me that the commander was one of the most 
outstanding mine experts in the British army; he had simply had 
bad luck. We finished looking over the minefield, but the com- 
mander's heart was no longer in the inspection, and we soon 
returned to the tent. It turned surprisingly cold, and I was glad 
to have blankets in my sleeping bag; but the air was clear, and I 
slept better than I had any night in Cairo. 

We had breakfast the next morning in the oflEcers' tent: bread, 
butter, tea, marmalade, cereal and bacon and eggs. The sappers' 
last examination was to be held during the morning, and, as I was 
finishing a cup of tea, the commander approached me and said, 

"The men have heard that you have just come from Moscow, 
and they would like to ask you a few questions about Russia, if 
you don't mind." 

"Not at all," I said. "I'd be glad to tell them anything I can." 

The soldiers sat around on the sand, and I began by describing 
some of the conditions in Russia; then I asked them to give me 
some questions. We were there for about forty minutes and it was 
an interesting session. I had often wondered what the men fight- 
ing on other fronts thought about the Soviet Union. They 
wanted to know about conditions of employment, about literacy 
in the Red Army, and what, in general, were Russia's war aims. 
They were manifestly friendly towards Russia; I didn't detect any 
anti-Soviet feeling, their attitude was one of gratitude for Russia's 
great fight against the Germans rather than sympathy for her 
social system. One private asked me, 

"Why is it we know so litdc about Russia.^ They don't even 
let many people visit their country. A friend of mine asked for 
a visa a few years ago and was refused." 

"They don't trust foreigners," I said. "They've had a hard 
twenty years, and they are suspicious of other nations. We just 
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have to work with them on that basis; it's useless to think that the 
war will cause Russia to open its doors." 

When the discussion was finished, the soldiers lined up in 
groups of eight on the outskirts of the minefield. Two men in 
each group carried instruments not unlike vacuum cleaners. They 
said these were the mine detectors. The operators wore earphones 
attached to the detectors, and they advanced into the minefields 
side by side swinging the instruments in an arc over the sand. 
The earphones made a buzzing sound when the detector passed 
over a buried metallic object; each operator was accompanied 
by an assistant who occasionally relieved him in the task of swing- 
ing the heavy instrument. Three men walked about twenty paces 
behind the operators, and, when a buried mine was detected, they 
ran forward to neutralize it. First they stretched at full length 
away from the mine and cautiously scooped the sand from it; then 
they unscrewed the delicate mechanism which discharged the ex- 
plosive, and finally they marked the spot with a stake so that the 
mine could eventually be removed. They had a dangerous assign- 
ment because the Germans arranged some mechanisms with a 
hair-trigger lightness that would explode when barely touched; 
other mines had a second concealed spring which detonated the 
explosive as soon as the first mechanism was unscrewed. There 
were various types of these buried machines: some were designed 
to destroy heavy tanks and would not explode except under the 
greatest pressure, but the majority reacted to the weight of a 
single man. The last man in each group walked about thirty 
paces in the rear carrying a sub-machine gun; he was the only 
member of the minesweepers armed with any weapon except a 
revolver. 

This, then, was the method of dealing with mines; the men dis- 
played remarkable team-work, each sapper knew his job and 
carried out his part with clock-work precision. It was necessary 



Digitized by 




Original from 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



268 



RUSSIA FIGHTS 



for them to attain a high degree of accuracy since they usually 
had to carry out their task in darkness. It was obviously a nerve- 
racking business, with the possibility of each step being the 
soldier's last. An oflScer commented, 

"I know it looks like a hell of a job, but ninety per cent of the 
accidents are results of carelessness. If a soldier listens to instruc- 
tions and follows them exactly the hazards can be reduced to a 
mathematical formula." 

"That's true," added an instructor, "bad luck with a tricky 
mechanism, or being spotted by enemy fire, are risks that cannot 
be eliminated, but there are scientific safeguards against most of 
the dangers." 

The examination concluded, we went to the mess tent and had 
lunch. The press officer suggested we drive to El Alemein in the 
afternoon, and, after we had packed our bags, George and I said 
good-bye to the Major and thanked him for showing us the 
school. It was a cool day, and the road to the front ran near the 
shores of the Mediterranean; heavily laden trucks, tanks, and 
mobile artillery were all heading in the same direction. We had to 
drive slowly, but we arrived at El Alemein at sundown. There 
was little activity at the front, although the men were keyed up 
for the coming offensive. 

"This time it's going to be for keeps," said a New Zealand 
officer. 

There is nothing quite like the atmosphere of an army camp 
just before a great attack; some men are nervous and show it, 
others are calm almost to the point of indifference. Most of the 
men with whom I talked were veterans of two years of desert 
warfare; they knew exactly what was ahead of them. They were 
joking about the troubles of an English officer in command of a 
company of Sikhs; these giant colored soldiers from India liked 
to go out at night to capture prisoners. They appeared one morn- 
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ing and presented their officer with forty Italians whom they had 
taken on a midnight foray. 

"What the hell am I going to do with these prisoners?" he 
roared. "I told you we can't spare a guard to accompany them 
back to Alexandria." 

The Sikhs looked disappointed, but they ceased bringing in 
prisoners. Two weeks later, the officer learned that they were con- 
tinuing their midnight diversion. They made nightly raids, but 
they were obeying orders: they didn't take prisoners; it was easier, 
after all, to kill the enemy. 

The next four days passed quickly; there were occasional artil- 
lery exchanges but little important action. 

"The Germans know we're getting ready to hit them," said 
the press officer, "and they realize that we have superiority in 
everything: numbers, tanks, artillery, and airplanes. I hope they 
don't start retreating before we get a crack at them; Rommel may 
decide to fall back to Bengazi." 

"Why don't you want Rommel to retreat I asked. 

"Because our aim is to destroy his army, not to capture desert 
territory. We have short lines of communication here at El Ale- 
mein; the advantage is all on our side. We might even cut him 
off, and that would end the show. But if he starts retreating we 
will have to chase him, and it's a hell of a job to transport all this 
material across the desert." 

I had a reservation on a plane leaving Cairo the next day so I 
had to go back to the city. It was a disappointment to witness all 
the preparation and not be able to stay for the climax. George Lait 
drove into Alexandria with me, and I wished him luck as I 
boarded my train; I last saw him striding across the platform 
towards the army truck. He was in a hurry to get back to the 
front; it was not probable that the offensive would start before 
another week, but there was always a possibility of a flare-up. The 
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train was not crowded ; few soldiers were on leave, and we made 
good time. I went to Shepheards Hotel as soon as I arrived and 
found that Hart Preston's roommate, Bob Landry, had returned. 
The desk clerk gave me another room for the night, however, and, 
after I had taken a shower, Preston, Landry and I went to a nearby 
restaurant for dinner. Landry, who had worked in Hollywood for 
Life magazine before going abroad, was an old sidekick of Frank 
Muto, my companion in the German-Polish war, and we swapped 
stories until late that night. 

I rode out to the airport the next morning with a genial Texas 
oil man named Kuss who was taking the same plane. Kuss and 
an American dentist, Dr. Don Clawson, and I sat together in the 
rear of the transport, while a group of Yugoslavian and Polish 
ferry pilots filled the forward seats. The manager of an American 
airplane factory in India was returning to the United States with 
his chief test-pilot, who had broken his leg in a plane crash. The 
test-pilot's leg had not mended correctly, and he was going to 
Johns Hopkins for further treatment. He could walk with the 
aid of a cane, and he had a rubber mattress which he inflated and 
slept on during most of the trip. 

We stayed overnight at Khartoum and continued the next day 
to Accra. We were forced to halt there three days because several 
ferry pilots were waiting for transportation ahead of us, and, while 
delayed, we were given lodging in the barracks of a transient 
camp for American air-force personnel. I was glad of the oppor- 
tunity to meet the American boys; after being abroad seven years, 
it was a thrill to be among so many of my own countrymen. I had 
seen most of the armies of the world, but I had never before come 
in contact with any of the U. S. fighting forces. My first reaction 
was that they were better educated and in better physical condi- 
tion than the foreign armies I had seen. They had a clear idea of 
why America was in the war and what they were fighting for. But 
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the characteristic that impressed me most was that each private 
was a definite individual with ideas of his own. They had not 
lost their personalities in the routine and drilling and merging 
process that is part of military life. This unfortunately was not 
true even in the British army which encouraged individual ini- 
tiative far more than did European armies. 

I talked with several of the privates, one of whom, Arthur 
Kingsbury of Portland, Connecticut, was typical of the boys at the 
camp. He was a serious, clean-cut young fellow who had been a 
student at Wesleyan College when he was drafted; he had a 
rational attitude towards the war. He accepted philosophically 
the fact that he was in uniform in Africa instead of finishing his 
college education, and, as a result of this attitude, was not having 
a bad time. Neither he nor the others seemed to be unhappy. As 
Kingsbury said, it was a matter of simple duty and he was seeing 
something of the world, besides learning a lot that he wouldn't 
have done otherwise. By standards of personal intelligence and 
education, Kingsbury and most of the other privates I met would 
have been oflBcers in any European army. They asked me to go 
swimming with them one afternoon; a bus took us to the beach 
where natives sold coconuts for five cents each. The water was 
warm, but yet cold enough to be invigorating; it was the first time 
I had had a swim in salt water for three years. Sitting on the 
beach drinking milk from a coconut, I felt a stronger glow of 
pure animal pleasure than I had known since boyhood. Moscow 
was far away. 

When I returned to the camp. Dr. Clawson told me that we 
were booked to leave for Fisherman's Lake in the morning. I went 
to bed early, was up at four o'clock, and we took off before 
dawn. On the plane. Dr. Clawson showed me a tom-tom which 
a local dentist, one of his former students at the American Uni- 
versity at Beirut, had given him. Clawson would have been at 
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home anywhere in Africa; the dentist of every town at which we 
landed seemed to have studied under him at Beirut, and they 
were all anxious to offer him hospitality. 

We landed at an airport near Fisherman's Lake at ten o'clock 
in the morning, and an officer directed us to the bus that was to 
take us to the inlet which the Atlantic Clippers used as their 
Liberian terminus. The ancient vehicle swayed through the 
narrow jungle road and came to a stop at a small native village. 
The driver got out, saying he was going to get a pail of water 
to fill the steaming radiator. It was hot, and the African heat 
seemed more oppressive to us after hours of flying in the compara- 
tive coolness of ten thousand feet. Suddenly, from one of the grass 
huts, a phonograph blared; we recognized the music as Duke 
Ellington's "Solitude," a good piece anywhere, but the last thing 
we expected to hear in this jungle wilderness. Then, three dusky 
girls, barefoot, but wearing bright red dresses, came out of the 
hut and began to dance. They linked their arms back of each other 
and kicked in rhythm. They were giving us a show. Somebody in 
the bus said, 

"Swing comes to the jungle." 

The record stopped, and all three girls ran inside the hut. They 
put on "St. Louis Blues," and one girl came out alone wearing 
shorts and a brassiere. She was slender and lithe, had flashing 
white teeth, and was obviously enjoying herself. She liked having 
an audience, and she was pleased to see us craning our necks 
in the bus; a Canadian ferry pilot exclaimed, 

"Well, I'll be damned. In the heart of nowhere, a hootchie- 
kootch dance." 

The driver got in the bus, and we started bouncing through the 
leafy jungle again. The Canadian leaned back in his seat and 
said. 
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"Now can anybody tell me where they learned to dance like 
that?" 

"And where," somebody added, "did they get the phonograph, 
the records and the dresses?" 
We asked the driver, but he said, 

"I don't know anything about the villages around here." 

When we reached Fisherman's Lake, we were told that we 
would have to wait eight hours for the next plane to take off. 
The Canadian and I sat on the station verandah, ordered Coca 
Colas and watched the natives unloading a ship. The Negroes 
balanced each package on their heads, marching in single col- 
umns from the dock to the warehouse. Most of them were bare- 
foot and wore just a simple loin-cloth or an old pair of trousers. 

A colored boy wearing American soldier's fatigue uniform 
walked by and, noticing us, said, 

"Could you spare a cigarette ? 1 left mine in my other clothes." 

I invited him to join us and have a drink. He sat down, sighing. 

"Boy, I wish I was home." 

I asked him where his home was, and he said in Washington, 
D. C, and that he had been an automobile mechanic before the 
war. 

"There are quite a few of us colored boys here," he added, "and 
I guess it isn't so bad, but I get pretty homesick at times. Say, how 
long do you think it will last?" he asked suddenly. 

"I wouldn't like to make a guess," I said, "but I'm afraid it's 
going to last a long time." 

The Canadian chuckled and said to the soldier, 

"I forgot about you American colored boys being here. Now I 
think I understand about those girls up the road." 

The boy with us laughed, 

"Did they act up when your bus was passing? We have a lot 
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of fun with them. I guess we wouldn't have anything to do 
nights if they weren't around. We taught some of them how to 
dance." 

He looked at his watch and stood up, 

"Well, I got to go," he said, "give my regards to the old 
U. S. A." 

After he had walked away, the Canadian said, 

"It was a smart move, sending your Negro troops here. They 
ought to be able to build up a lot of good-will with the natives." 

"Well, they seem to be trying, anyway," I said. 

Good-will or not, Liberia was an unattractive place for any 
American, white or black, and I could well understand our 
colored troops* desire to go home. The damp climate was un- 
healthful, and malaria was so prevalent that a quinine pill had to 
be taken with every meal to ward off the disease. The troops had 
to provide their own amusements, as there were no local movies 
or other recreations. 

A launch took us out to the clipper at seven o'clock, and we 
took of! a few minutes later. Everybody felt elated to be crossing 
the Atlantic Ocean, even if our destination was South America 
rather than New York Harbor. I had read stories of the happiness 
which refugees feel at leaving Lisbon on their way to America, 
and I thought my own emotion must be akin to that which they 
experienced. I was not "escaping" Europe, but I was going home; 
I had witnessed almost every phase of the war from the time the 
first bomb fell on Warsaw, through the London blitz, and the 
Nazi checkmate in Russia. I was tired, and, as the clipper rose 
from the water at Fisherman's Lake, I felt as though a heavy load 
had been lifted from my shoulders. 

It has been said that clipper planes are as comfortable as Pull- 
man cars; they are, in fact, much easier to ride in than anything 
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that is drawn on rails. I slept without interruption until we came 
down in Natal harbor; the passengers and crew went ashore for 
breakfast, and then we continued our flight north until we came 
to Belem at the mouth of the Amazon where we stopped for the 
night. The clipper had a large contingent of ex-Pan-American 
(African Division) pilots and ground crew coming home; they 
had been given dieir choice of joining the air force when the 
army took over their line or resigning. The pilots had been offered 
commissions and many of the ground crew would have been given 
sergeant's rating if they had remained in Africa. But most of them 
chose to resign. As one pilot expressed it, 

"Pan-American built up that African line from nothing. We 
made our own maps and erected air-cooled stations in the heart of 
the jungle. We had a performance record of keeping ninety planes 
out of a hundred in the air all the time. The army will never do 
anything like that. Pan-Am was the best airline in Africa; it was 
a beautiful outfit, and it meant a lot to me and all the other fel- 
lows. I didn't have the heart to stick around and watch the army 
run it into the ground. Remember what happened when the army 
tried to fly the mails.?" 

That was the way most of the Pan-Am pilots talked, but I had 
never heard the army version, and I couldn't judge the argument. 
We took off the next day for Puerto Rico, then Bermuda, and 
finally LaGuardia field. New York. It was raining as I approached 
the customs, and I held my bags for a few minutes and looked at 
the lights of the city. It had been a long time. An ofiBcer with a 
soft Irish brogue came to examine my bags. 

"How long you been away.?" he asked. 

"Seven years." 

"Good God! Married?" 

"Yes. My wife was with me up until a year ago." 
He chalked both my bags "passed" and said. 
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"Go on and call her up. She'll be wondering where youVe 
been." 

This was die "tough" city of New York, but what a welcome 
it could give! I called my wife's home: her mother answered the 
telephone. 

"Is Petie there?" I asked. 

"Jim!" she cried incredulously. 

"Yes. I'm home—" 

"Wait, here comes Petie." 

"Darling!" 

My travels were over: I had reached my home port. 
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